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MINUTES 

FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DECEMBER 6, 2011 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND INVOCATION 

 Mayor Howard was unable to attend the meeting; therefore, Mayor Pro-Tem Jo Anna 

Banks chaired the meeting.  Mayor Pro-Tem Banks called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and 

ledge the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Lawrence gave the invocation. 

ROLL CALL 

  Present for the meeting was Mayor Pro-Tem Jo Anna Banks, Councilmembers 

James Calloway, Desi Hansford, Eric Wilson, and Melvin Lawrence.  Also present was City 

Administrator, Thomas White; City Attorney, Bobby Melton; and City Clerk, Janice Hall. 

 Councilmember Mike Dodd was unable to attend the meeting and Councilmember Jo 

Anna Banks served as chair of the meeting; therefore, all unanimous votes will be four (4) votes 

(Calloway, Hansford, Wilson, and Lawrence). 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 15, 2011 COUNCIL MEETING AND 

CALLED MEETINGS ON NOVEMBER 18
TH

, 21
ST

, AND 28
TH

  

 Mr. Wilson offered a motion to approve the minutes of all meetings as presented.  

Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried unanimously. 

 Mr. Hansford offered a motion to amend the agenda to include the presentation of a 

proclamation to Mr. Ernest Jackson.  Seconded by Mr. Wilson, the motion carried unanimously. 

PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION TO MR. ERNEST JACKSON 

 Mayor Pro-Tem Banks read the proclamation and presented the proclamation to Mr. 

Ernest Jackson for his work on the Veteran’s Memorial. 

APPROVAL OF RENEWAL FOR WORKERS COMPENSATION INSURANCE WITH 

LIONS INSURANCE COMPANY 

 Mr. Hansford offered a motion to renew the workers compensation insurance with Lion 

Insurance Company for 2012.  Seconded by Mr. Wilson, the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF CORNER MARKER FOR PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING 

 Mr. Wilson offered a motion to approve the corner marker for the Public Safety building.  

Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously. 
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PUBLIC HEARING FOR ABATEMENT OF PUBLIC NUISANCE FOR 58 LOVERS 

LANE – OWNERS MICKEL AND TIFFANY EVANS – F27 089 

 Mayor Pro-Tem Banks opened the public hearing for comments for or against the 

abatement of 58 Lovers Lane.  Mr. Melton stated this matter first came before council on 

November 1, 2011; the property is listed on the tax maps as Map F27 Parcel 89; notice was given 

to the property owners by certified mail which was received by the owner on November 4
th

; and 

this matter was properly advertised in the November 23
rd

 and 30
th

 issues of the Reporter.  No one 

was present to respond on behalf of the property owner.  Hearing no further comments, Mayor 

Pro-Tem Banks closed the public hearing.  Mr. Wilson asked if any staff had received a response 

from the property owner to Mr. Melton’s letter and Mrs. Hall stated that neither she nor Mr. 

Walter Carter had received a response.  Mr. Melton reviewed the building inspector’s report that 

shows the structure as 80 to 85% non-repairable, yard is overgrown, and the property constitutes 

a nuisance by the City Code.  Mr. Melton stated that council can issue an order of repair or 

demolition and give a specific timeframe for the order to be completed, if not complete during 

the timeframe granted, the City can place a lien on the property and complete the work required.  

Mr. Calloway offered a motion to find the property unsafe.  Mr. Hansford seconded the motion.  

Mr. Hansford asked if the timeframe should be specified in the motion and Mr. Melton stated 

that it should and suggested a 30-day timeframe.  Mr. Calloway amended his motion to allow the 

property owners 30 days to demolish and cleanup the property.  Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

RENEWAL AGREEMENT WITH UTILITY PARTNERS 

 Mr. Calloway offered a motion to extend the contract with Utility Partners for (one) 1 

year.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  Mr. Calloway stated that the public utilities committee 

reviewed the matter at a meeting last week and all present were in agreement for a 1-year 

extension of the contract.  Mayor Pro-Tem Banks stated that problems with road cuts was 

discussed during the work session and asked Mr. Pat Wright to come forward and review the 

additional information he has on road cuts.  Mr. Wright stated that Utility Partners will do the 

road cut repair work if the City will agree to provide the materials.  Mr. Wright stated Utility 

Partners will do the repair at no increase in the proposed contract price.  Mr. Melton stated that 

council is voting on an extension of 1 year to the 2007 contract.  Mr. Wright stated that the new 

contract would have to be amended to include the road cut work.  Mr. Wilson offered a motion to 
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amend the contract to add the repairs for road cuts due to water line repairs.  Seconded by Mr. 

Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Wright stated that the original contract in 2007 

was a 3-year contract and that contract has been extended twice.  Mr. Wright stated that a new 3-

year contract has been submitted.  Mayor Pro-Tem Banks called for a vote on the 1-year 

extension of the existing contract and the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH GEORGIA MAIN 

STREET PROGRAM 

 Mr. Hansford offered a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with 

Georgia Main Street Program.  Seconded by Mr. Wilson, the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACT WITH ENCORE PLASTICS FOR SOLAR POWER GRID 

 Mr. White reviewed meeting held today with Encore Plastics to review this contract.  Mr. 

White stated that Encore Plastics will generate solar power and the City will buy any excess 

power they generate.  Encore Plastics currently has plans for a 50 kW windmill turbine by the 

end of January 2012.  Mr. Melton stated that he has not reviewed the contract but in a quick 

review the contract provides for safety of the power grid.  Mr. Wilson stated that the contract 

was written by Mr. John Hewitt.  Mr. Wilson offered a motion to approve the contract with 

Encore Plastics for solar power grid.  Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACT WITH ELMO RICHARDSON FOR WATERSHED 

ASSESSMENT & PROTECTION PLAN 

 Mr. White reviewed that Phase I has been completed and this contract is for Phase II.  

Mr. White stated this is a one year process of testing the watershed at intervals required by the 

EPD.  Mr. Calloway offered a motion to approve the contract.  Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING TO AMEND CHAPTER 4 OF THE CITY CODE TO ADD 

ARTICLE VI (SUNDAY SALES OF DISTILLED SPIRITS AND ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGES FOR BEVERAGE PURPOSES BY THE DRINK) AND OTHER 

RELATED MATTERS 

 Mayor Pro-Tem Banks opened the public hearing for comments for or against the 

approval of amendments to the Alcohol Ordinance.  Mr. Melton reviewed the matter stating this 

first came before council on November 15
th

 to advertise as a result of a favorable vote on the 
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November 8
th

 referendum; this was properly advertised in the November 23
rd

 and 30
th

 issues of 

the Reporter.  Mr. Melton stated that Section 4.301 will need to be amended for clarification that 

this applies to restaurants or hotels – the current wording implies this applies to an establishment 

that is a restaurant and hotel.  Mr. Melton stated that no additional license fee will be charged, so 

the wording in Section 4.304 regarding fees will be removed.  Mr. Melton stated the draft 

presented shows the ordinance will become effective upon the adoption of the ordinance and if 

council wants to set a different effective date that needs to be specified.  Hearing no further 

comments for or against, Mayor Pro-Tem closed the public hearing.  Mr. Hansford offered a 

motion to adopt the ordinance with the amendments stated by Mr. Melton.  Seconded by Mr. 

Wilson, the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MEAG POWER SALE OF EXCESS RESERVE CAPACITY TO 

FORSYTH ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF MONROE 

 Mr. White reviewed that the City is required to have 15% overage in power purchases 

and we do not have that amount.  Mr. White stated this agreement with the City of Monroe will 

give the City the amount of power required.  Mr. Calloway offered a motion to approve the 

agreement to purchase excess power from the City of Monroe.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES 

 Mr. Hall presented general operating invoices for approval of $344,606.62 and SPLOST 

invoices for approval of $102,211.33.  Mr. Hansford offered a motion to approve the accounts 

payable invoices.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

MR. CALLOWAY 

 Mr. Calloway had nothing further to report. 

MRS. BANKS 

 Mrs. Banks had nothing further to report. 

MR. HANSFORD 

 Mr. Hansford offered a motion to approve Christmas bonuses for all employees to be 

given out at the Christmas party on December 16
th

.  Mr. Hansford stated that bonus breakdown 

will be $150 for fulltime employees with more than 10 years service, $100 for fulltime 



Forsyth City Council Meeting – December 6, 2011 Page 5 
 

employees with less than 10 years service, and $50 for all part time employees.  Seconded by 

Mr. Calloway, the motion carried unanimously. 

MR. WILSON 

 Mr. Wilson reviewed the public safety committee meeting held today. 

MR. LAWRENCE 

 Mr. Lawrence stated that the advisory board wants to paint the building at Kynette Park.   

 Mr. Lawrence stated he enjoyed the Christmas parade. 

 Mr. Lawrence thanked council on behalf of the Tree Board for the 1,000 trees approved. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

 Mr. White stated that the Landfill Methane Project is 100% complete and the system has 

been tested with no methane escaping. 

 Mr. White stated work should begin again after the first of the year on the I-75 project. 

CITY CLERK REPORT 

 Mrs. Hall stated Open Enrollment will be held tomorrow at Aldermen Hall all day. 

 Mrs. Hall reminded everyone of the Chamber Annual Banquet on December 15
th

. 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

 Mr. Melton had nothing further to report. 

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 

 Mayor Pro-Tem Banks stated that the Christmas parade was a good parade again this 

year.  Mayor Pro-Tem Banks thanked Mrs. Khoury for her work on the Christmas Tree lighting. 

 There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm. 

      Submitted by: 

 

      Janice L. Hall, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


