MINUTES
FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 7, 2012
CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND INVOCATION
Mayor Howard called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor

Howard gave the invocation.
ROLL CALL

Present for the meeting was Mayor John Howard, Councilmembers Mike Dodd, Jo Anna
Banks, James Calloway, Desi Hansford, Eric Wilson, and Melvin Lawrence. Also present was
City Attorney, Bobby Melton; City Administrator, Thomas White; and City Clerk, Janice Hall.

All unanimous votes will be Dodd, Banks, Calloway, Hansford, Wilson, and Lawrence.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 17, 2012 COUNCIL MEETING AND
JANUARY 25, 2012 CALLED COUNCIL MEETING

Mr. Wilson offered a motion to approve the minutes of the January 17, 2012 council

meeting and the January 25, 2012 called council meeting as written. Seconded by Mr. Hansford,
the motion carried unanimously.
APPOINTMENT OF RICKY SHANNON TO TREE BOARD

Mr. Lawrence introduced Mr. Ricky Shannon for appointment to the Tree Board. Mr.

Lawrence also introduced Mr. Ron Shipman, Chairman of the Tree Board and Ms. Jenny Lynn
Bruner, Georgia Forestry Commission. Mr. Lawrence offered a motion to appoint Mr. Shannon
to the Tree Board. Mr. Calloway seconded the motion. Mrs. Banks asked if there is a vacancy
on the Tree Board. Ms. Bruner stated that the Board does not have a specific number of
members. Mr. Lawrence stated that the City will celebrate Arbor Day on February 17" by
giving away tree seedlings from one of the local banks from 9:00 am until noon, and then a tree
planting ceremony at Kynette Park at 2:00 pm. Mr. Shipman reviewed the work that the Tree
Board is doing. Ms. Bruner thanked Mayor and Council for their support of the Tree Board.
The motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF PROCLAMATION FOR ARBOR DAY

Mrs. Banks offered a motion to approve the proclamation for Arbor Day February 17"

Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously.
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APPROVAL OF TEMPORARY ALCOHOL LICENSE FOR CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE EVENT ON FEBRUARY 25, 2012 AT THE NATIONAL GUARD
ARMORY

Mrs. Darlene McLendon, Chamber of Commerce, reviewed the request for the temporary

alcohol license stating that this year is the 25™ Anniversary of the Forsythia Festival and a Gala
Event if planned for February 25" at the National Guard Armory. Mr. Dodd offered a motion to
approve the temporary alcohol license. Seconded by Mr. Wilson, the motion carried
unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING TO AMEND CHAPTER 21 OF THE CITY CODE TO ADD
PROVISIONS REGARDING RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY REQUIREMENTS AND
PERMITS

Mayor Howard opened the public hearing for comments for or against the amendments to

Chapter 21 of the City Code regarding residential driveway requirements and permits. Mr.
Melton reviewed that this matter first came before council on January 17, 2012; has been
properly advertised in the January 25" and February 1% issues of the Reporter; and is before
council tonight for final review and adoption. Mr. White stated that the City does not have a
written policy on constructing new driveways for residents. Mrs. Banks stated that if adopted,
staff would have to be educated on the process. Mr. Dodd asked if the drawing will be given to
the applicant and Mr. White stated that it would. Hearing no further comments for or against the
amendments, Mayor Howard closed the public hearing. Mr. Dodd offered a motion to adopt the
amendments to Chapter 21 of the City Code. Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried
unanimously.

APPROVAL OF PROPOSAL FROM HODGES, HARBIN, NEWBERRY & TRIBBLE
(HHNT) FOR ENGINEERING WORK ON THE SOUTH INTERCEPTOR SEWER
PROJECT

Mr. White reviewed the project stating that the South Interceptor sewer line is the main

trunk line from Highway 83 South to the south sewer plant. Mr. White stated that this line is old
and in need of repair and/or replacement. Mr. White stated that the engineering work was
originally completed in 2008 but the project was put on hold due to lack of funds. Mr. White

stated that the new apartment complex being built in the area would need to tie on to this line.
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Mr. Calloway offered a motion to accept the proposal from HHNT for engineering work on the

South Interceptor sewer line. Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES

Mrs. Hall offered the accounts payable invoices totaling $422,219.25 for approval. Mr.

Hansford offered a motion to approve the accounts payable invoices. Seconded by Mr. Wilson,

the motion carried unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

MR. DODD

Mr. Dodd offered the following report from the public works committee:

Mr. Dodd offered a motion that in exchange for the right-of-way for sidewalks and the
improvement of Railroad Avenue and since there are no longer any residences on and the
City is no longer maintaining Rotan and Hatcher Streets that these two streets be
abandoned. Mr. Hansford seconded the motion. Mr. Melton stated that this might have
already been done several years ago. The motion carried unanimously.

Surveying is in progress by Coleman & Associates for Streetscape Phase 111

Railroad Avenue project is still on hold waiting to hear from Norfolk Southern engineers
Asked Mr. Melton the procedure for renaming a street. Mr. Melton stated that this would
require a motion, advertisement, and a public hearing, if adopted, notification would need

to be sent to DOT, and city maps would need to be updated with the new street name.

MRS. BANKS

Mrs. Banks offered the following report from the public affairs committee:

New services are available through GMA that the City may need to review to see if we
could benefit from the services

Regularly scheduled meeting will be held tomorrow at noon rather than Thursday

The dilapidated house on Lovers Lane was burned by the fire department

MR. CALLOWAY

Mr. Calloway offered the following report from the public utilities committee:

Reviewed bids received on the sewer line relocation for the DOT Highway 41 project.
Mr. Calloway offered a motion to accept the bid from Sam Hall & Son for $16,476. The
motion was seconded by Mr. Hansford. Mr. Wilson stated that the local bidder was $500

less and asked if there is a reason to go with the higher bidder. Mr. Calloway stated that
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Mr. Alvin Randall and Mr. Pat Wright recommended Sam Hall & Son. Mr. Lawrence
asked for an explanation of items on the bid regarding rock excavation and relocation of
other utilities. Mr. Calloway explained that they would only move the sewer line. The
motion carried with five (5) votes for (Dodd, Banks, Calloway, Hanford, and Lawrence)
and one (1) vote against (Wilson).

- Reviewed bids received on the utility line relocation for the DOT Highway 41 project.
Mr. Calloway offered a motion to accept the bid of $31,434 from Marable-Pirkle. Mr.
Hansford seconded the motion. Mr. Dodd stated that this bid is $7,000 more than the
other bid and Mr. Calloway stated that Marable-Pirkle is part of MEAG and Mr. Randall
and Mr. Wright recommended them. Mr. Calloway stated that Mr. Randall and Mr.
Wright do not have any prior knowledge of the work experience of the low bidder. The
motion failed with two (2) votes for (Calloway and Hansford) and two (2) votes against
(Dodd and Wilson) and two (2) abstentions (Banks and Lawrence). Mrs. Banks stated
that she did not vote as she was still reviewing the bids. Mr. Wilson stated that it is hard
to compare the bids and they include different information. Mayor Howard asked how
urgent it is to approve the bid and Mr. Calloway stated that this should have already been
done. The motion failed due to the lack of a majority vote. Mr. Dodd asked who sent out
the bids and Mr. White stated that Electric Cities of Georgia (ECG) did. Mr. Dodd read
an email included in the bids from ECG stating that Over and Under is a good contractor
and ECG has never had any issues with their work. Mr. Dodd offered a motion to accept
the bid of $23,800 from Over and Under to relocate the utility poles and lines. Seconded
by Mr. Wilson, the motion carried with four (4) votes for (Dodd, Banks, Wilson, and
Lawrence) and two (2) votes against (Calloway and Hanford).

MR. HANSFORD

Mr. Hansford offered the following report from the administrative and

telecommunications committees:
- The administrative/telecommunications committees will meet tomorrow at 11:00 am for
the regularly scheduled meeting rather than Thursday. Mr. Hansford stated that direct
deposit for all employees will be discussed and the need for a tutorial for everyone and

the pay plan from the Regional Commission will be discussed.
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Mr. Hansford offered a motion to place the cable system on the market for evaluation to
see if there is any interest by another company to purchase the system. Seconded by Mrs.
Banks, the motion carried with five (5) votes for (Banks, Calloway, Hansford, Wilson,
and Lawrence) and one (1) vote against (Dodd). Mr. Hanford offered a motion that once
the agreement is written with Jim Faircloth, JKF Media, that it be signed. Seconded by
Mrs. Banks, the motion carried with five (5) votes for (Banks, Calloway, Hansford,
Wilson, and Lawrence) and one (1) vote against (Dodd). Mr. Dodd asked that Mayor
Howard meet with Mr. Jim Faircloth and Mr. Paul Williams and review reports written
on the cable system. Mayor Howard stated that he would be meeting with not only Mr.
Faircloth and Mr. Williams but also any others that have information or opinions on the
cable system. Mayor Howard stated that he already has a copy of the town hall meeting

held on the cable system.

MR. WILSON

Mr. Wilson offered the following report from the public safety committee:

Reviewed the monthly meeting held today and stated that the next regular meeting will be
March 6™ at 3:30 pm

New fire truck delivery has been delayed by the vendor until March 21% and they will
provide a vehicle for loan during the interim if it is needed. Mr. White stated that an
engine is blown in one of the fire trucks.

Mr. Wilson offered a motion to assign the title of the white fire truck to GPSTC in
exchange for them painting two city fire trucks. Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion
carried unanimously. Mr. White stated that the white fire truck had been advertised for

sell but no offers were submitted.

MR. LAWRENCE

Mr. Lawrence offered the following report from the parks/recreation/cemetery

committee:

Thanked council for appointing Mr. Shannon to the Tree Board

Regularly scheduled committee meeting will be tomorrow at 1:00 pm

Arbor Day celebration will be February 17"

Read request from Mrs. Rosemary Walker requesting that a portion of Harris Street be

renamed to Paul James Place. Mr. Melton stated that a motion is required to advertise a
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public hearing for the street name change. Mr. Lawrence offered a motion to advertise
the public hearing. The motion was seconded by Mr. Calloway. Mr. Melton stated that
this would be advertised for a public hearing during the March 6™ council meeting.
Mayor Howard stated that the purpose of the advertisement is to let the public know of
the request to change the street name and to obtain input from citizens. Mr. Dodd asked
exact portion that the street name would be changed. Mrs. Rosemary Walker addressed
council and stated that this would only be the portion of Harris Street from Johnston
Street to Adams Street. Mrs. Banks stated that council needs to know how this would
affect the 911 system and stated that the opinions of the fire and police chiefs be included
in the public hearing. The motion carried unanimously.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Mr. White offered the following report:

- Welcomed all Monroe Leadership Class members in attendance
- Methane Extraction Project is complete and will be monitored by the contractor and the
contractor will submit required reports to the EPD
- Contractor for Tradewinds Sewer Line project was able to remove a portion of the
equipment that was stuck in rock under the interstate and should have the remaining
equipment out soon
CITY CLERK REPORT
Mrs. Hall had nothing further to report.
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT
Mr. Melton had nothing further to report.
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Howard stated that there was a house fire on the past Friday afternoon and a city

employee saved a man from the house before the fire department arrived. Mayor Howard stated
that unfortunately the house could not be saved. Mayor Howard called on Chief David Herndon
for award presentations for the fire department.

Chief Herndon introduced high school student Hunter McClendon who has been
volunteering with the fire department. Chief Herndon stated that Hunter has completed the basic
firefighting requirements and presented him with his firefighter badge. Chief Herndon stated

that Hunter’s father was a Bibb County Sheriff deputy and was killed in the line of duty. Chief
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Herndon stated that Hunter has been given the same badge number as his deceased father.
Mayor Howard pinned the badge on Firefighter McClendon and congratulated him on his
accomplishment.

Chief Herndon stated that Firefighter Xavier Chambliss worked the fire on Friday
afternoon and covered Captain AJ Rollins when the ceiling collapsed on him. Mayor Howard
presented and pinned Firefighter Chambliss with the medal of valor. Chief Herndon read a
medal of valor certificate, which he presented to Firefighter Chambliss.

Mayor Howard read a certificate of excellence for city employee, Arthur Jackson who
entered the burning house and rescued Mr. Slappey, homeowner, from the fire. Mayor Howard
thanked Mr. Jackson for his act of bravery. Mr. Slappey and his family came forward and
presented Mr. Jackson with a gift of thanks from them.

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS

Mrs. Banks offered a motion to go into executive session to discuss pending litigation

and personnel matters. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously and council
adjourned into executive session at 8:20 pm.
ADJOURN
Mayor Howard called the meeting back into open session at 8:40 pm. There being no
further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.
Submitted by:

Janice L. Hall, City Clerk
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