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MINUTES 

FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 3, 2012 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND INVOCATION 

 Mayor Howard called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Howard gave the invocation. 

ROLL CALL 

 Present for the meeting was Mayor John Howard, Councilmembers Mike Dodd, 

Jo Anna Banks, James Calloway, Desi Hansford, Eric Wilson, and Melvin Lawrence.  

Also present was City Administrator, Thomas White; and City Clerk, Janice Hall. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES MARCH 20, 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 

 Mrs. Banks offered a motion to approve the minutes of the March 20, 2012 

council meeting as written.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF TEMPORARY ALCOHOL PERMIT FOR CONSUMPTION 

ONLY FOR THE ARTS ALLIANCE 

 Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the temporary alcohol permit for 

consumption only for the Arts Alliance on May 5, 2012 at 51 W. Adams Street.  Mr. 

Calloway seconded the motion.  Mrs. Gloria Joy came before council representing the 

Arts Alliance and stated that this is their 2
nd

 annual fundraiser for children’s art classes 

during the summer months.  Mrs. Joy stated that wine would be served with the buffet.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF SURVEY COMPANY FOR STREETSCAPE PHASE III 

 Mr. Dodd reviewed the survey companies that submitted pricing to Atkins for the 

surveying of Phase III of the Streetscape Project.  Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve 

Steve Coleman & Associates for $15,900.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion.  Mrs. 

Banks asked if they will begin immediately and Mr. Dodd stated that they would.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 
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PUBLIC HEARING FOR AMENDMENT TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

CODE TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE HPC 

COMMISSION 

 Mayor Howard opened the public hearing for comments for or against the 

approval of the amendment to the number of members appointed to serve on the Historic 

Preservation Commission (HPC).  Mayor Howard stated that this matter first came before 

council on March 6
th

 and was properly advertised in the March 21
st
 and 28

th
 issues of the 

Reporter.  Hearing no further comments, Mayor Howard closed the public hearing.  Mrs. 

Banks offered a motion to approve the amendment to the City Code to increase the 

number of board members for the HPC from five (5) members to seven (7).  Seconded by 

Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously. 

AWARD BID FOR HVAC SYSTEM FOR KYNETTE PARK COMMUNITY 

BUILDING 

 Mr. Lawrence stated that the parks/recreation committee held a meeting to review 

the bids submitted for the HVAC System for the Kynette Park Community Building.  Mr. 

Lawrence offered a motion to award the bid to Etheridge Heating & Air with a low bid of 

$15,200.  Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried unanimously.  Mrs. Banks asked 

if there is a service warranty included in the bid and Mr. White stated that it is included in 

the HVAC coverage.  Mrs. Hall stated that Mr. Keck, building maintenance, is working 

on a plan to service all HVAC systems at all city buildings. 

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES 

 Mrs. Hall stated the accounts payable invoices for approval total 265,947.29.  Mr. 

Hansford offered a motion to approve the accounts payable invoices.  Seconded by Mr. 

Dodd, the motion carried unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

MR. LAWRENCE 

 Mr. Lawrence offered the following report from the parks/recreation/cemetery 

committee: 

- Tree board holding work shop tomorrow in city park 

- Attended ECG conference last week 
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- Bids for the alarm system for the Kynette Park Community Building are due in 

this Friday.  Thanked the DOC and County for their continued work on the 

Kynette Park project 

- Thanked the police and fire departments for their participation in the Career Day 

at Banks Stephens Middle School 

MR. WILSON 

 Mr. Wilson offered the following report from the public safety committee: 

- Reviewed committee meeting held today 

- The FCC requirement on the city radios is being worked on but we may need to 

file an extension for implementation.  The cost of the radio system was included 

in the 2014 SPLOST 

- New fire truck arrived last Friday; the truck was paid for with 2008 SPLOST 

money; thanked Chief Herndon for his work in getting the fire truck ordered and 

delivered 

- Grant from Clean Air Coalition was awarded to City last year for two hybrid 

vehicles and one segway; police department has money in their seized funds to 

purchase these vehicles.  Mr. Wilson offered a motion to use the grant funds for 

two police vehicles and one segway with matching funds coming from the police 

seized funds.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously. 

MR. HANSFORD 

 Mr. Hansford offered the following report from the 

administrative/telecommunications committees: 

- A combined meeting of the administrative and telecommunications committees 

will be held on Monday, April 9
th

 at 5:30 pm 

MR. CALLOWAY 

 Mr. Calloway offered the following report from the public utilities committee: 

- Reviewed committee meeting held yesterday; Mr. Pat Wright, Utility Partners, 

came forward and reviewed the packet of information received from the project 

engineer, Ronnie Wood;  
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a. Mr. Calloway offered a motion to approve an additional 700’ of sewer 

replacement line to the Sharp Street Sewer Line Project.  Seconded by Mrs. 

Banks, the motion carried unanimously. 

b. Mr. Calloway offered a motion to appoint Steve Coleman & Associates as the 

surveyor for the project.  Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried 

unanimously 

c. Mr. Calloway offered a motion to add the 700’ of sewer line replacement to 

R.J. Wood & Company scope of work.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the motion 

carried unanimously. 

d. Mr. Wright stated that even though the City has delegation of authority a letter 

must still be submitted to the EPD on the project.  Mr. Calloway offered a 

motion to authorize R. J. Wood & Company to submit a letter to the EPD on 

behalf of the City listing their company as the engineer of record for the entire 

Sharp Street Sewer Line Replacement Project.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, 

the motion carried unanimously. 

MRS. BANKS 

 Mrs. Banks offered the following report from the public affairs committee: 

- Letters will be mailed tomorrow on the annexation of the unincorporated islands 

and the public hearings before Planning & Zoning will begin April 23
rd

. 

- Work continues on the dilapidated houses around town 

- Will have an appointment to the DDA at the next council meeting 

MR. DODD 

 Mr. Dodd offered the following report from the public works committee: 

- Requested that Mr. White work with HHNT to get a surveyor approved the 

Railroad Avenue Project 

- Phase II Streetscape landscaping – thanked public works department for getting 

the mulch out around the square; asked Mr. White to find a school or board that 

would help to maintain the bumpouts; Mrs. Banks stated that DOC has a 

horticulturalist on staff that may be able to help 
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

 Mr. White offered the following city administrator report: 

- The bit is still imbedded under I75 but the contractor is moving forward with the 

Tradewinds Sewer project 

CITY CLERK REPORT 

 Mrs. Hall had nothing further to report. 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

 Mr. Melton was not present for the meeting. 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 Mayor Howard read letter of thanks from Mr. Bill Bazemore for the actions of the 

police and fire departments during the fire on Johnston Street.  Mayor Howard stated that 

he is proud to read the letter and also offered his thanks to everyone that played a part in 

the efforts that night.  Mayor Howard stated that Grits Café owners plan to rebuild in the 

same location. 

 Mayor Howard stated that the April 17
th

 council meeting will begin at 6:30 pm to 

allow time for regular business items and then a Town Hall Meeting will be held 

beginning at 7:00 pm.  Mayor Howard stated that we want input from the citizens and 

how they feel about the job that the elected officials are doing.    

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 

 Several local citizens, Mrs. Rosemary Walker, Ms. Fannie West, and Mrs. Connie 

Gantt, came before council to voice their approval in renaming a portion of Harris Street 

to Paul James Place in memory of Mr. Paul James.  Mayor Howard stated that the 

advertisement was not submitted correctly, as council had called for a public hearing so 

the advertisement will be resubmitted as a public hearing to allow for public input from 

everyone.  Mr. Howell Newton came before council to voice his concern over renaming a 

portion of the street.  Mayor Howard stated that the points brought out by both sides are 

good points and the reason that the matter needs to be readvertised to get all comments.  

Mayor Howard stated that just a small group attended tonight and all had good comments 

and points to make.  Mayor Howard stated that we just need to make sure that the process 

is followed correctly.  Mrs. Banks offered a motion to advertise a public hearing for the 
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renaming of a portion of Harris Street to Paul James Place.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, 

the motion carried unanimously. 

 Mr. Wilson offered a motion to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of 

discussing pending litigation and to include Chief Corley in the executive session.  

Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried unanimously and council adjourned into 

executive session at 7:50 pm. 

 Mayor Howard called the meeting back into open session, and hearing no further 

business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

       Submitted by: 

 

       Janice L. Hall, City Clerk 

 

 

 


