MINUTES
FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 17,2012
CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND INVOCATION
Mayor Howard called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and led the Pledge of

Allegiance. Mr. White gave the invocation.
ROLL CALL

Present for the meeting was Mayor John Howard, Councilmembers Mike Dodd,
Jo Anna Banks, James Calloway, Desi Hansford, Eric Wilson, and Melvin Lawrence.
Also present was City Attorney, Bobby Melton; City Administrator, Thomas White; and
City Clerk, Janice Hall.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 3, 2012 COUNCIL MEETING

Mr. Wilson offered a motion to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2012 council

meeting as written. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING TO AMEND CHAPTER 15 OF THE CITY CODE TO
ENACT ARTICLE IV TO PROHIBIT SYNTHETIC MARIJUANA AND OTHER
RELATED HALLUCINOGENS AND PRODUCTS AND INGESTION DEVICES,
AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS

Mayor Howard stated that the Governor has taken action to address the sale of

synthetic marijuana but it does not address paraphernalia. Mayor Howard opened the
public hearing for comments for or against the approval of the amendments to Chapter 15
of the City Code. Mr. Melton stated that this matter first came before council on March
20" was properly advertised in the April 4" and April 11" issues of the Reporter; State
Legislature enacted law on March 27" making the sale of synthetic marijuana illegal; and
the city ordinance will include the use, possession, sell or offering for sell paraphernalia.
Hearing no further comments for or against the approval of the amendments to Chapter
15, Mayor Howard closed the public hearing. Mrs. Banks offered a motion to approve
the adoption of the amendments. Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried

unanimously.
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APPROVAL OF SURVEYOR FOR RAILROAD AVENUE PROJECT

Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve Steve Coleman & Associates as the

surveyor for the Railroad Avenue Project. Seconded by Mr. Wilson, the motion carried
unanimously.

APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENT TO DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY

Mrs. Banks offered a motion from the public affairs committee to appoint Mr.

Brad Edenfield to fill the vacancy on the Downtown Development Board. Mr. Wilson
seconded the motion. Mrs. Banks stated that Mr. Edenfield is very interested in serving
on the board and is a local business owner. The motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES

Mrs. Hall stated the accounts payable invoices for approval total 189,659.36. Mr.

Hansford offered a motion to approve the accounts payable invoices. Seconded by Mr.
Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously.
TOWN HALL MEETING

Mayor Howard opened the floor for the Town Hall meeting. Mayor Howard

stated that he wants to hold a Town Hall meeting every 90 days and encouraged citizens
to attend to let the elected officials know how they feel.

Mr. Bradford Freeman asked if anything could be done about the very rough
railroad crossings in the city. Mr. Dodd stated that the crossings were okay until they
were raised a couple of years ago by the Railroad. Mr. Dodd stated that the city does not
maintain the crossings; they are the responsibility of the Railroad.

Mr. George Foster asked for an exact plan for Kynette Park. Mr. Lawrence
reviewed the grant received for the rehab of the building and park area. Mr. Lawrence
stated that the grant includes the building, refurbishing the playground area, basketball
courts, and ball fields. There was discussion regarding the area behind the ball fields and
future possibilities for that area.

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS

Mr. Lawrence stated that bids for the alarm system for the Kynette Park

Community building were received and a copy of the bids and bid tally sheet were

provided to council. Mr. Lawrence reviewed the bids and discussion was held regarding
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the monthly monitoring fees and options included with the bids. Mr. Dodd offered a
motion to authorize the parks/recreation committee to research the bids and make the best
choice for the system. Mr. Hansford seconded the motion. Mrs. Banks asked if this
would be the lowest and best bid and Mr. Lawrence stated that it would. The motion
carried unanimously.

Mr. Dodd offered a motion to adjourn into executive session to discuss personnel
matters. Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried unanimously and council
adjourned into executive session at 7:05 pm.

Mayor Howard called the meeting back into open session at 7:40 pm. There
being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.

Submitted by:

Janice L. Hall, City Clerk
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