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MINUTES 

FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 1, 2012 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND INVOCATION 

 Mayor Howard called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor 

Howard gave the invocation. 

ROLL CALL 

 Present for the meeting was Mayor John Howard, Councilmembers Mike Dodd, Jo Anna Banks, 

James Calloway, Desi Hansford, and Eric Wilson.  Also present was City Attorney, Bobby Melton; City 

Administrator, Thomas White; and City Clerk, Janice Hall. 

 Councilman Lawrence was out of town and unable to attend the meeting; therefore, all 

unanimous votes will be five (5) votes (Dodd, Banks, Calloway, Hansford, and Wilson). 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE APRIL 17, 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 

 Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the minutes of the April 17, 2012 council meeting as 

written.  Seconded by Mrs. Banks, the motion carried unanimously. 

JENNY LYNN BRUNER – GEORGIA FORESTRY 

 Mrs. Bruner advised council that the sustainable Forrest Strike Team will be in Forsyth next week 

for training at GPSTC.  Mrs. Burner explained that this team comes in after a disaster to access damage. 

PUBLIC HEARING ON RESOLUTION RE-NAMING A PORTION OF HARRIS STREET TO 

PAUL JAMES PLACE 

 Mr. Melton stated the Resolution is to rename a portion of Harris Street to Paul James Place from 

the northern intersection at Adams Street to southern intersection at Johnston Street.  The remainder of 

the street will remain unchanged.  Mayor Howard opened the public hearing for comments for or against 

the adoption of the Resolution. 

Mrs. Rosemary Walker came forward and requested that council approve the change of a portion of 

Harris Street to Paul James Place. 

Mrs. Lois Allen came forward and stated that she is in favor of the change and that Mr. James did a lot for 

Monroe County and this is just a small change. 

Ms. Fannie West came forward and stated that she is in favor of the name change.  Ms. West stated that 

change is sometimes hard but would like to see Mr. James legacy alive. 

Mr. Howell Newton came forward and stated that he submitted a letter to council approximately a month 

ago outlining his reasons for not being in favor of the name change for a portion of Harris Street.  Mr. 

Newton reviewed that it was stated during the April meeting that Mr. James owned all the buildings on 

that section of Harris Street and presented information to council showing that Trio Manufacturing owns 
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62’, Styles by Rosa owns 62’, and Paul James owns 79’ of the 200’ block.  Mr. Newton stated that there 

are other ways to honor Mr. James.  Mr. Newton cautioned council against carving out one block of a 

street to change the name and asked what would prevent him from asking that a protion of Adams Street 

be changed to Trio Way but he would not ask as this is not right. 

Mrs. Wynella Martin came before council and stated that she is closely connected with the Historical 

Society.  Mrs. Martin stated that to preserve the historical interest of the city the street name should be not 

changed. 

Mr. James Green came before council and stated that this is about black history in Forsyth and that 

renaming a small section of the street would not affect others.  Mr. Green stated that there are only two 

businesses on that street and this would not create a problem for anyone to make this change.  Mr. Wilson 

asked Mr. Green is there is another option that could be considered such as another street, a park or a 

building?   

Another lady came forward and stated that she knew Mr. James her entire life and he gave to the 

community.  She stated that Mr. James is deserving of this honor as he encouraged good citizenship.  She 

suggested that another alternative could be to place a sign showing Paul James Place with a historic 

Harris Street sign under that sign.   

Mr. William Arthur Calloway came forward and asked why council always asks that those making a 

request do something other than what they are asking for?  Mr. Calloway stated that this is the street 

where Paul James worked. 

Mrs. Connie Gantt came forward and stated that other alternatives were suggested at the last meeting but 

if a building is named it could be torn down and then the honor is gone.  Mrs. Gantt requested that the 

entire street be renamed as Paul James Place and then there would not be a problem with a portion of the 

street being renamed. 

Mr. Elliott Chambliss came forward and stated that others have mentioned how important Mr. James was.  

Mr. Chambliss reflected on how Mr. James helped him in directing him in the right path in his life and 

honoring this request would be a wonderful thing to do. 

 Hearing no further comments for or against the adoption of the Resolution, Mayor Howard closed 

the public hearing.  Mr. Hansford offered a motion to adopt the Resolution renaming a portion of Harris 

Street to Paul James Place.  The motion died for the lack of a second.  Mrs. Walker asked what timeframe 

there is before this can be brought back to council.  Mayor Howard stated that he was not sure and would 

research to see when this matter can come back before council.  Mrs. Walker stated that a compromise 

was suggested tonight.  Mr. Wilson suggested that a committee be formed to see how this can be 

accomplished and asked Mrs. Walker to serve on the committee. 
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DISCUSSION/UPDATE REGARDING TRADEWINDS/HARDEE’S SEWER PROJECT 

 Mayor Howard stated that this project has been an ongoing project that was at a standstill for 

some time.  Mayor Howard stated that one of the stumbling blocks with this project is Hardee’s refusal to 

sign the easement agreement without payment of $30,000 for the easement.  Mayor Howard stated that 

several attempts to compromise on the amount have gone without response from Hardee’s.  Mayor 

Howard stated that he has discussed this matter with Mr. Melton and he provided several options which 

include paying the requested amount, having an appraisal done for the new easement, or condemnation.  

Mayor Howard stated that the new line will improve Hardee’s sewer.  Mayor Howard recommended 

council move forward with the condemnation.  Mrs. Banks stated that Mr. Ronnie Wood of R. J. Wood & 

Company was in attendance and asked him for his opinion even though he is not the engineer on this 

project.  Mr. Wood stated that it is not unheard of to condemn property if the owner will not enter into 

negotiations.  Mr. Calloway offered a motion to move forward with condemnation.  Seconded by Mrs. 

Banks, the motion carried unanimously. 

DISCUSSION REGARDING RADIO EQUIPMENT REQUIRED FOR THE FEDERAL 

MANDATE 

 Mr. Wilson offered a motion to go with the county system and appoint Mr. White, Chief 

Herndon, and Chief Corley to research requirements and pricing for the equipment required and to submit 

a letter to the FCC regarding the city position.  Seconded by Mr. Calloway, the motion carried 

unanimously.  Mr. Dodd asked if the committee will come back with pricing and parameters for approval 

and Mr. Wilson agreed that they would. 

APPROVAL OF FUEL DEPOT AGREEMENT WITH MONROE COUNTY 

 Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the Fuel Depot Agreement with Monroe County for 2012.  

Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 21 OF THE CITY CODE 

REGARDING STREET CUTS 

 Mr. Dodd reviewed proposed amendments will change the language of the ordinance to place the 

burden on the permittee to repair road cuts and to decrease the permit fee.  Mr. Dodd offered a motion to 

advertise the proposed amendments.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.  Mrs. Banks asked about the 

inclusion in the amendment to provide 30 days for the repairs to be made.  Mr. Dodd stated that this is a 

recommendation from Mr. White and the Code Enforcement Officer and there was discussion regarding 

the 30 day timeframe.  There was also discussion as to what would happen on the 31
st
 day.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 
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APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 20 OF THE CITY CODE 

REGARDING ITEMS FOR PICKUP BY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 Mr. Dodd offered a motion to advertise the amendments and Mr. Hansford seconded the motion.  

Mrs. Banks asked what the consequence of violating this ordinance would be.  Mrs. Hall stated that this 

portion of the ordinance is under the littering and a citation could be issued for any violation. 

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH GEORGIA CORRECTIONS CORPORATION 

ALLOWING THE MUNICIPAL COURT TO ORDER ANKLE MONITORING 

 Mr. Wilson stated that this has been discussed on several occasions and offered a motion to 

approve the agreement.  Mr. Dodd seconded the motion.  Mrs. Hall stated that the offender would pay the 

cost of the monitoring unless they qualify for indigent defense.  The motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF LEASE AGREEMENT WITH MAILFINANCE FOR REPLACEMENT OF 

POSTAGE AND SORTER EQUIPMENT 

 Mrs. Hall reviewed that this is a replacement of existing postage and sorter equipment.  Mrs. Hall 

stated that A-1/MailFinance has the State contract for this equipment.  Mrs. Hall reviewed the cost 

savings for the first year and stated that the cost for the second and third year will be less than $100 more 

than we are currently paying.  Mr. Hansford offered a motion to approve the lease agreement.  Seconded 

by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES  

 Mrs. Hall stated the accounts payable invoices for approval total $170,360.51.  Mr. Dodd offered 

a motion to approve the accounts payable invoices.  Seconded by Hansford, the motion carried 

unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

MR. WILSON 

 Mr. Wilson offered the following report from the public safety committee: 

- Council previously approved that the vehicles to be purchased through the Clean Air Coalition 

Grant be purchased for the police department.  Mr. Wilson stated that Chief Corley has 

researched pricing and availability and Trophy Ford has two Ford Fusions available and is the 

only dealer with vehicles in stock.  Mr. Wilson offered a motion to purchase two Ford Fusions 

from Trophy Ford and an additional segway from the sole-source vendor and pay the initial grant 

portion from the Municipal Competitive Trust and city portion from seized funds and to repay the 

MCT with interest once the reimbursement is received from the grant funds.  Seconded by Mr. 

Calloway, the motion carried unanimously. 
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MR. HANSFORD 

 Mr. Hansford offered the following report from the administrative and telecommunications 

committees: 

- The administrative committee will meet on May 10
th
 at 5:30 pm at Alderman Hall 

- Mr. Faircloth met with staff again last week to gather additional information for the MOI 

MR. CALLOWAY 

 Mr. Calloway offered the following report from the public utilities committee: 

- Nine RFQ’s were received in response to the request for engineering service for the City and 

asked that everyone review the RFQ’s for possible discussion on May 14
th
 

MRS. BANKS 

 Mrs. Banks offered the following report from the public affairs committee: 

- The stakeholders meeting and Planning & Zoning public hearings have been held; approximately 

100 properties are included in the annexations 

- Staff continue work on the dilapidated housing 

- Requested a building inspection report from the new maintenance man for each building 

- Working on the hotel tax ordinance and vending machine license 

- Next meeting will be May 10
th
 at noon 

MR. DODD 

 Mr. Dodd offered the following report from the public works committee: 

- Commended staff for their work on the annexation project 

- Streetscape Phase II one-year warranty was up April 27
th
 and a punch list has been submitted to 

the contractor 

- Streetscape Phase III has a new point of contact 

- City signage is inconsistent and in need of repair.   

- Mr. Wilson stated that an accident occurred over the weekend on Main Street on the square and 

the pavers will need to be replaced 

- Weeds and grass growing in sidewalk areas and the product being used has a very bad smell and 

asked Mr. White to request that a different product be ordered.  Mayor Howard stated that weeds 

are becoming a problem and this needs to be addressed 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

 Mr. White offered the following report: 

- Kynette Park – camera equipment has been installed and once it has been tested the HVAC 

system can be installed; working on the ball field; fencing is being replaced/repaired; lights have 
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been ordered and should be delivered soon; one proposal was received for the pool rehab and the 

committee is gathering additional information to bring back to council 

- 8” water tap was completed today for the new county building 

- Backflow Preventer – working on letter to go out to all property owners connected to the city 

sewer system advising that the City recommends the installation of the backflow preventer 

CITY CLERK REPORT 

 Mrs. Hall offered the following report: 

- Public hearings for the unincorporated island annexations will be held on May 14, 15, and 16 at 

5:30 pm 

- Reviewed the list of dilapidated houses; two will be presented to council at next council meeting 

- Reviewed budget reports that are available; requested that these reports be reviewed and 

discussed at administrative committee meeting to decide on all reports to be provided to council 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

 Mr. Melton stated that the city signage signs that Mr. Dodd referred to were damaged by vehicle 

accident and stated that a claim against the drivers insurance could be filed. 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 Mayor Howard stated that he has been in office four months and still working on carry-over 

projects.  Mayor Howard stated that we need to always be able to provide answers and to get project 

solutions moving forward.  Mayor Howard stated that he has called for a meeting every Monday morning 

with Mr. White for status updates on all projects.  Mayor Howard stated that he is ultimately responsible 

for everything that takes place. 

 Mayor Howard stated that he will be on Magic 100 the first Sunday of each month and his goal is 

to provide as much information as possible to the citizens.  

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 

 Mr. Dodd offered a motion to go in to executive session for the purpose of discussion on 

personnel matters and pending litigation.  Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried unanimously 

and council adjourned in to executive session at 8:35 pm. 

ADJOURN 

 Mayor Howard called the meeting back in to open session at 9:10 pm and the meeting was 

adjourned. 

       Submitted by: 

     

       Janice L. Hall, City Clerk 

 


