MINUTES
FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 15, 2012
CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND INVOCATION
Mayor Howard called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Wilson gave the invocation.
ROLL CALL

Present for the meeting was Mayor John Howard, Councilmembers Mike Dodd, Jo Anna
Banks, James Calloway, Desi Hansford, Eric Wilson, and Melvin Lawrence. Also present was
City Attorney, Bobby Melton; City Administrator, Thomas White; and City Clerk, Janice Hall.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES MAY 1, 2012 COUNCIL MEETING

Mr. Hansford offered a motion to approve the minutes of the May 1, 2012 council

meeting as written. Seconded by Mr. Wilson, the motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL TO MOVE FORWARD AND ADVERTISE PUBLIC HEARING FOR
DILAPIDATED PROPERTY 274 INDIAN SPRINGS — F15 009 - OWNER CHRISTINE PIRKLE

Mr. Walter Carter, Zoning Officer, reviewed previous attempts to contact this property owner and

previous notices mailed to the property owner. Mr. Carter reviewed his recent conversation with Ms.
Pirkle. Mr. Carter stated that one tree has fallen on the house and another could fall soon and rear of the
house is caving in. Mr. Carter reviewed the inspection report from Mr. Bentley Cox, Building Inspector,
which states this is a 90% rebuild. Mr. Melton reviewed that the City had a similar case on this property
in the mid-1990’s and placed a lien on the property which has since been paid. Mr. Wilson offered a
motion to move forward and advertise the public hearing. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried
unanimously.

APPROVAL TO MOVE FORWARD AND ADVERTISE PUBLIC HEARING FOR
DILAPIDATED PROPERTY 288 OLD WATERWORKS ROAD —

F40 002 - OWNER ROBERT LEE MORGAN

Mr. Carter reviewed a recent conversation with this property owner and stated that the owner

wants to put a mobile home on the property once it is cleaned up. Mr. Carter stated that the property
owner has requested additional time to demolish the structure. Mr. Carter reviewed that the building
inspector report in 2011 recommended complete demolition. Mr. Calloway offered a motion to allow the
property owner 120 days to remove all debris. Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously.
Mrs. Banks asked if the property owner is aware that a mobile home is not permitted in this zone and Mr.

Carter stated that he told him this during their conversation last week.



APPROVAL TO MOVE FORWARD AND ADVERTISE PUBLIC HEARING FOR
DILAPIDATED PROPERTY 240 SHARP STREET - F17 119 — OWNER PINNACLE OF
GEORGIA, LLC

Mr. Carter stated that he recently spoke with the property owner and this is a property tax lien

purchase. Mr. Carter stated that the building inspector report shows 80-90% rebuild. Mrs. Banks offered
a motion to move forward and advertise the public hearing. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion
carried unanimously.

APPROVAL TO MOVE FORWARD AND ADVERTISE PUBLIC HEARING FOR
DILAPIDATED PROPERTY MILLEDGE CIRCLE — F34 009 — OWNER VIOLA & CULLEN
RUTLAND EST

Mr. Carter reviewed conversations with property owner stating that owner would like to move

contents of this building across the street to another house that they own. Mr. Carter stated that the other
structure is in almost a bad of shape as this one but no letter has been sent to the property owner for the
other property yet. Mr. Dodd offered a motion to move forward and advertise the public hearing.
Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried unanimously.

APPOINT VOTING DELEGATE FOR BUSINESS MEETING DURING 2012 GMA ANNUAL
CONVENTION

Mr. Calloway offered a motion to appoint Mr. Lawrence as the GMA voting delegate. Seconded

by Mr. Wilson, the motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE BEER AND WINE PACKAGE LICENSE FOR PANSY’S — 140
POWERHOUSE ROAD — APPLICANT TONIA G. MAYS

Mr. Calloway offered a motion to advertise the beer and wine package license for Pansy’s.

Seconded by Mr. Hansford, the motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES
Mrs. Hall stated the accounts payable invoices for approval total $319,559.98. Mr. Hansford

offered a motion to approve the accounts payable invoices. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion
carried unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

MR. DODD

Mr. Dodd offered the following report for the public works committee:

- Committee meeting tomorrow at 10:00 am to review Streetscape Phase 111
- Commended Mrs. Banks and staff for their work on the annexation project
MRS. BANKS

Mrs. Banks offered the following report for the public affairs committee:



- Reviewed request received from the owners of Grits Café to prorate a refund of the alcohol
license for the remainder of the year. Mrs. Banks stated that Mrs. Hall and Mr. Melton reviewed
the ordinances and agreed that a prorated refund could be issued on the liquor license but not the
beer or wine license. Mrs. Banks stated that the public affairs committee reviewed this at their
meeting last week and recommend approval of the request. Mrs. Banks offered a motion that due
to the catastrophic situation which destroyed the Grits restaurant on the square in Forsyth,
resulting in the loss of revenues to the City, the loss of 22 jobs to persons who were employed at
the facility, the recognition given to the City of Forsyth by the facility, and for other matters
specific only to this particular situation due to the untimely and tragic fire at the facility, that the
City of Forsyth refund for 2012 the prorate share of the alcohol beverage license fees for the Grits
Café, the City retaining such portion of the fees from January 1 through the day of the fire, and
refunding all portions of such license fees from the day of the fire to and through December 31,
2012. Seconded by Mr. Calloway, the motion carried unanimously.

MR. CALLOWAY
Mr. Calloway had nothing further to report.
MR. HANSFORD
Mr. Hansford had nothing further to report.
MR. WILSON
Mr. Wilson offered the following report from the public safety committee:

- Mr. Wilson reminded everyone that Mr. White, Chief Herndon, and Chief Corley were appointed
at the last council meeting to research and report back to council on the radio system. Mr. Wilson
stated that Chief Herndon has taken the lead and called on Chief Herndon for a report to council
on the information that he has so far. Chief Herndon came forward and reviewed the facts he has
been able to put together. Chief Herndon reviewed the steps that must be completed for the City
to be in compliance with the FCC mandate. Chief Herndon stated that the RFP for the radios
should be ready to go to council at the first meeting in June. Chief Herndon stated that
reprogramming must be complete prior to December 31, 2012 as extensions will be hard to obtain
as those should have been submitted prior to January 1, 2011. Chief Herndon reviewed the fines
for not complying with this mandate. Mr. Wilson thanked Chief Herndon for his work on this
project and stated that Chief Herndon will be the point of contact on the project. There was
discussion as to whether there are other options and Mr. Wilson stated that other options would
prevent the police and fire departments from communicating with the county sheriff’s office and

fire department. Mayor Howard stated that council has already decided to go with the county



system. Mr. Wilson stated that there will be options and variables with the county system that
will be reviewed as the information comes in.

MR. LAWRENCE
Mr. Lawrence offered the following report from the parks/recreation/cemetery committee:

- Commended Mrs. Banks, Mr. Carter, and Mr. Vaughan on their work on the annexation project
- Reviewed conference attended last week at GPSTC for the Tree Board
- Summer camps will be held at the Monroe County Recreation Complex again this year. Mr.
Lawrence stated that the camps are fully funded by the City
- Committee meeting tomorrow at 11:00 am
- Thanked council for the GMA voting delegate appointment
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Mr. White had nothing further to report.
CITY CLERK REPORT
Mrs. Hall had nothing further to report.
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT
Mr. Melton had nothing further to report.
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Howard stated that he is proud of work accomplished tonight. Mayor Howard stated that

there is no preferential treatment to owners or neighborhoods for the dilapidated houses and stated that if
a house is dangerous or an eyesore, council will require that it be repaired or demolished.

Mayor Howard reminded everyone that Relay For Life is this weekend
ADDITIONAL BUSINESS

Mr. Hansford offered a motion to adjourn into executive session for the purposes of discussing

personnel matters and pending litigation. Seconded by Mr. Calloway, the motion carried unanimously
and council adjourned into executive session at 7:45 pm.

Mayor Howard called the meeting back into open session at 8:10 pm.

Mr. Dodd offered a motion to allow Mr. Melton to negotiate a settlement with the owner of 14
George Street. Seconded by Mr. Calloway, the motion carried unanimously.
ADJOURN

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 pm.

Submitted by:

Janice L. Hall, City Clerk



