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MINUTES    

FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

JANUARY 20, 2015 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, INVOCATION 

Mayor Howard called the meeting to order at 6:00PM and led the pledge of allegiance. 

Councilmember Jimmy Jones gave the invocation.   

ROLL CALL 

Present for the meeting were Mayor Howard, Councilmembers Mike Dodd, Julius 

Stroud, Greg Goolsby, Jimmy Jones, Eric Wilson, and Melvin Lawrence.  Also present were City 

Attorney, Bobby Melton; City Clerk/Interim Administrator, Janice Hall; Executive Assistant, 

Kristal Dunn; and Administrative Assistant, Stacy Ladson.  

COUNCIL ACTION ITEMS 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Goolsby offered a motion to approve the minutes from the January 6, 2015 Council 

meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Stroud, the motion carried unanimously, (voting in the affirmative 

were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Wilson, Jones and Lawrence).     

BABY STROLLER RACE FOR PREGNANCY CENTER 

Mr. Nathan Jackson came before council from the Pregnancy Center, to review the 

request for approval to close South Jackson Street from Chambers Street to Brentwood Place on 

Saturday, March 14, 2015 for a Baby Stroller Race. The Race would take place from 2:00pm to 

4:00pm. They would close the streets off starting a 1:00pm.  Mr. Jackson stated that they have 

talked to all the business owners on the roads that would be closed.  The race would be for ages 

18 or over; they would wear helmets; the vehicles would be homemade with steering & braking; 

and they would sign a waiver.  Mr. Wilson offered a motion to approve the Pregnancy Centers 

request.  Seconded by Mr. Jones, the motion carried unanimously, (voting in the affirmative were 

Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Wilson, Jones and Lawrence). 

REQUEST FOR DOG PARK 

Mrs. Cheryl McLendon came before council to request that a Dog park be established. 

She suggested that it be a fenced in/no leash park.  Mrs. McLendon stated that she would also be 

bring this before the County Commissioners.  Mr. Wilson offered a motion that it be referred to 

the Parks & Recreation Committee for further review.  Seconded by Mr. Goolsby, the motion 

carried unanimously, (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Wilson, Jones and 

Lawrence).     
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PUBLIC HEARING FOR BEER AND WINE PURING LICENSE FOR MORNOE 

HOSPITALITY SERVICES INC dba COMFORT SUITES 

Mayor Howard, opened the public hearing for comments for or against the approval of 

the beer and wine pouring license for Comfort Suites.  Mr. Bobby Melton reviewed the beer/wine 

pouring application received for the Comfort Suites, stating this application appears to be in 

order, it was advertised on January 7th & January 14th in the Reporter; favorable fingerprint 

report, ready for consideration and public comment.  Mr. Kapadia/owner of Comfort Suites stated 

that they were just starting out small to see how successful it was.  Hearing no further comments, 

Mayor Howard closed the public hearing.  Mr. Wilson offered a motion that the license be 

approved.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously (voting in the affirmative 

were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Wilson, Jones and Lawrence). 

AWARD BID FOR BLOUNT HILL LIFT STATION REHABILITATION 

 Mrs. Hall received the recommendation from Hofstadter and Associates, Inc. to go with 

AllSouth Constructors, Inc. in the amount of $169,689.00 for the Blount Hill Lift Station 

Rehabilitation.  Mr. Goolsby offered a motion that the recommendation be approved.  Seconded 

by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN CITY OF FORSYTH, 

MAINSTREET, AND DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

 Mrs. Hall stated this is an annual move between the City, BHT, & DCA and 

recommended to approve the annual agreement. Mr. Jones offered a motion that the 

recommendation be approved.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously (voting 

in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Wilson, Jones and Lawrence). 

2015 BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 Mr. Goolsby offered a recommendation from the Public Relations Committee to appoint 

to the Design & Review Board, Jennifer Taylor; the Planning & Zoning Commission, Jennifer 

Taylor and Steve Coleman; the Downtown Development Authority, Otis Ingram and Keri 

Swearingen.  The recommendations carried unanimously.  The Mayor showed interest in serving 

as the representative for the Chamber Board.  Mr. Goolsby offered a motion that the Mayor be 

approved as the representative for the Chamber Board.  Seconded by Mr. Stroud, the motioned 

carried unanimously (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Wilson, Jones and 

Lawrence). 

APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE HISTORIC DISTRICT MAP 
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 Mr. Goolsby offered a recommendation from the Public Affairs Committee to advertise 

the HPC District Map.  Mr. Melton recommended that letters be sent to all property owners, and 

that the list be sent to DNR for comments.  He advised that it need to be advertised 3 times, notice 

to owners 10 days to 30 days prior to the Public Hearing.  Mr. Goolsby rescinded the 

recommendation until comments were received by the DNR. 

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES 

Mrs. Hall reviewed invoice totals for each department for a total of $139,578.69 for 

general payables, $630.21 for Seized and $10,504.54 for SPLOST/GRANT payables; for a grand 

total of $150,713.44.  Mr. Jones offered a motion to approve the invoices.  Seconded by Mr. 

Wilson, the motion carried unanimously (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, 

Wilson, Jones and Lawrence). 

Mrs. Hall reviewed the repairs to the grapple truck with a total cost of $40,895.  Mr. 

Jones offered a motion to approve the repairs. Seconded by Mr. Stroud, the motion carried 

unanimously (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Wilson, Jones and 

Lawrence). 

ANNOUNCE PUBLIC HEARING FOR CITY CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

 Mrs. Hall made the announcement that the complete rewrite of the City Charter is 

complete and there would be a public hearing at the February 3rd, City Council meeting.  Copies 

of the City Charter are available on City website and at City Hall.  

ADDITIONAL COUNCIL ITEMS: 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CITY CLERK REPORT 

- Mrs. Hall stated that we received an invoice today for 2014 for a fuel bill from the 

county for $119,607.34 and the 2014 Animal Control & Library contribution for 

$10,870.14 

- Mrs. Hall stated that the Chamber Annual meeting will be held January 22nd, at 

5:30PM in the Vinzant Hall on DOC Campus. 

- The County contractors should begin the Sutton Road water line on January 26th. The 

project end should be completed in May. 

- GDOT approved the LMIG road request – total of $45,397.26 from GDOT. 

- Mrs. Hall reviewed the problems with I75 lighting that was caused by vandalism on 

all 4 exits, total estimates for repairs is $125,169.40; damage by drivers to poles, 

estimates at $75,784.90, with a grand total for all repairs $200,954.30.  The lights 

under I 75 on Hwy 83/42 are connected to the ramp lights.  Johnny Hodges looked at 
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and cannot connect them to City lighting, we cannot connect spot lights because they 

would be to low and would be blind drivers. 

Paul Williams is getting engineers to review quotes provided by Public Service 

Communications to determine if we agree with charges or not for escrow.  Approved 

not to exceed $3500 for Paul, may have to increase due to additional work. 

- Notice to terminate submitted for Railroad Avenue Project. 

- Mrs. Hall stated that we were working with Untied Bank for cost savings on credit 

card payments and deposit equipment.  

- Work Session for January 26th during GMA Mayors Day was discussed; council 

pointed out several conflicts; Mrs. Hall will discuss with ECG to see if time can be 

changed or if training needs to be cancelled. 

- Mrs. Hall stated that we were gathering pricing for pickups & a bucket truck. 

- Atlanta Gas Light stopped work on leak at Waffle House on Lee Street due to not 

being able to visualize gas line.  Option to use Vac trucks to excavate will cost 

minimum of $250.00 per hours.    

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

- Mr. Melton stated that the damages to the DOT lights should be recoverable through 

insurance, and that a Police report would be needed to recover the damages done.  

Mrs. Hall stated a claim has been submitted. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Parks/Recreation/Cemeteries Committee  

- Mr. Dodd stated he would be calling a Parks/Recreation/Cemeteries Committee 

meeting within the following weeks.  

Public Safety Committee 

- Mr. Stroud stated that the Public Safety Committee met and discussed training, 

equipment and personnel for the Police and Fire Department.  He stated that the 

Police Department would be going through recertification this summer.  

Public Affairs Committee 

- Mr. Goolsby had nothing further to report.   

Administrative Committee 

- Mr. Jones stated an Administrative Committee would be called as needed. 

Public Works Committee 
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- Mr. Wilson called a Public Works Committee meeting for Tuesday, February 3rd at 

9:00AM.   

Public Utilities Committee 

- Mr. Lawrence called a Public Utilities Committee meeting for Tuesday, February 3rd 

at 10:00AM.  

MAYOR’S REPORT 

- Mayor Howard commended and stated thanks to the Council on the work that was 

done on the Charter.   

- Mayor Howard suggested a retreat to discuss future events for discussion. 

- Mayor Howard discussed the GMA training for the weekend of January 23rd thru 

January 25th. 

- Mayor Howard suggested changing the city seal, possibly getting drawings from 

students. Mayor Howard also mentioned the need for a city flag.  

ADDITIONAL COUNCIL BUSINESS 

- Mr. Stroud thanked Chief Corley and his department for their professionalism during 

the MLK celebration.   

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

James Lyons – 832 Montpelier Street, addressed Council to inquire about the 

grapple truck.  Mr. Lyons wanted to make sure that the motor was in good condition 

to go along with the repairs being made.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mr. Goolsby offered a motion to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of 

discussing land acquisition/sale/lease/disposal and pending litigation.  Seconded by Mr. Wilson, 

the motion carried unanimously and council adjourned into executive session at 7:10 PM. 

 Mayor Howard called the meeting back into open session at 7:35 PM. 

ADJOURN 

 There being no additional business to discuss, Mr. Wilson offered a motion to adjourn the 

meeting.  Seconded Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 

7:40PM.  

 

Submitted by: 

 

Janice L. Hall, City Clerk 


