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MINUTES    

FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, INVOCATION 

Mayor Howard called the meeting to order at 6:00PM and led the pledge of allegiance.   

Mr. Melton gave the invocation.   

ROLL CALL 

Present for the meeting were Mayor Howard, Councilmembers Mike Dodd, Julius Stroud, 

Greg Goolsby, Jimmy Jones, and Melvin Lawrence.  Also present were City Attorney, Bobby 

Melton; City Manager, Janice Hall; City Clerk, Kristal Dunn.   

CONSENT AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 18, 2015 COUNCIL MEETING 

APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE ORDINANCE TO AMEND CITY RETIRMENT PLAN 

DOCUMENT 

APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE BEER, WINE, AND LIQUOR POURING LICENSE FOR 

GOLD & SILVER BAR AT 951 HIGHWAY 42 NORTH – (BEST WESTERN HOTEL) 

APPROVAL OF STREET CLOSING FOR MPHS HOMECOMING PARADE 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES ($187,885.99 for GENERAL 

INVOICES; $3750 ENGINEERING FOR CDBG; AND $96804.20 FOR SPLOST) 

APPROVAL OF REQUISITIONS GREATER THAN $5,000 

A.  FURNITURE PURCHASE FROM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - $20,000 

B. RADAR SIGNS – 2 @ $2,965 EACH TOTAL PURCHASE $5,930 

Mrs. Hall read the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Goolsby asked that the APPROVAL OF STREET 

CLOSING FOR MPHS HOMECOMING PARADE SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 and APPROVAL OF 

REQUISITIONS GREATER THAN $5,000 be removed from the consent agenda and moved to the 

regular agenda.  Mr. Jones asked that APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE ORDINANACE TO 

AMEND CITY RETIREMETN PLAN DOCUMENT be removed from the consent agenda and 

moved to the regular agenda.  Mayor Howard stated that they would be moved to the regular 

agenda behind PUBLIC HEARING FOR ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE TO ALLOW MONROE 

COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO CONDUCT THE 2015 MUNICIPAL 

ELECTION.  Mr. Goolsby offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Mr. 

Lawrence; the motion carried unanimously, (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, 

Jones and Lawrence).  
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AGENDA ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

PRESENTATION OF OUTSTANDING GEORGIA CITIZEN’S CERTIFICATE TO 

MAYOR JOHN HOWARD, FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE BY REP. 

DEE DAWKINS-HAIGLER, CHAIRPERSON OF THE GEORGIA LEGISLATVIE 

BLACK CAUCUS 

Ms. Dee Dawkins-Haigler, came before the Council to present Mayor Howard the 

Outstanding Georgia Citizen’s Certificate from the Georgia Secretary of State, Brian Kemp.  Ms. 

Dawkins-Haigler thanked the Council and Mayor for their service to the community. 

APPOINTMENT OF HELEN WALKER TO CVB BOARD 

 Mrs. Hall stated that Wayne Wentendorf had resigned from the CVB Board and after 

recommendations were made, Helen Walker from Forsyth Country Cooking was offered the 

appointment and accepted.  Mr. Jones offered a motion to approve the appointment of Helen 

Walker to the CVB Board.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence; the motion carried unanimously (voting in 

the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Jones and Lawrence).   

KEITH CORLEY – REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO CLOSE NEWTON MEMORIAL 

DRIVE AND HARRIS STREET FOR MPHS HOME FOOTBALL GAMES 

Chief Corley came forward and asked the Council for approval to close Newton Memorial 

Drive and a portion of Harris Street for the MPHS Home Football games.  Mr. Stroud offered a 

motion to approval the closing of Newton Memorial Drive and a portion of Harris Street for the 

MPHS home football games.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd.  Mr. Jones stated that he didn’t disagree with 

closing the streets, but just wanted to know who and why this was being requested.  Chief Corley 

stated that a group, consisting of himself, Mr. Finch, Dr. Mike Hickman, Mr. Jackson Daniel, EMA 

Matt Perry and Chief David Herndon met to discuss the lack of parking due to the construction of 

the Fine Arts Building.  Chief Corley stated that the main reason for the closure of Newton 

Memorial was for Public Safety.   Mr. Jones stated that his concern was that he received phone calls 

as to why the streets were closed and he was not aware of them being closed.  Chief Corley stated 

that it was a joint decision with the group that was meeting, because Jackson was a big game and 

they were concerned about traffic control.  Mayor Howard stated that his concern was that it was 

not brought to the Council’s attention and no one brought it to the City Manager.  Mrs. Hall stated 

that an event permit was needed and the ordinance states that no one can impede a road, except with 

express consent of Mayor and Council.  Mr. Jones stated that he didn’t have a problem with the 

decision, just that he didn’t know about it.  Chief Corley stated that it was an extensive plan and felt 

it worked well.  Mr. Stroud asked about handicap parking, if arraignments had been made to 

accommodate the people with handicaps.  Chief Corley stated that he knew that there were a few 
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places and that a shuttle had been set up from the old Monroe Academy to the football field.  Chief 

Corley stated that the only things in his control were Public Safety, protecting the Cemetery and 

assisting the Board of Education.  Mr. Jones stated that the issue was not following procedure and 

that someone from the Board of Education should have come in and filled out the correct 

paperwork.  Mayor Howard stated that he felt that someone from the Board of Education still 

needed to come in and talk with the City Manager.  Mr. Jones stated that they allow them to close 

the roads as long as the Board comes in and fills out paper work for all home games.  Chief Corley 

stated that he will voice the concern about the handicap spaces.  Mr. Jones offered a motion to close 

off the requested streets as long as proper paper work is submitted by Friday.  Seconded by Mr. 

Dodd; the motion carried unanimously (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, 

Jones and Lawrence).  

PUBLIC HEARING FOR ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE TO ALLOW MONROE COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO CONDUCT THE 2015 MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

Mr. Melton stated that this ordinance goes along with the contract with the County to hold 

City elections and has been properly advertised in the Reporter.  Mayor Howard opened the public 

hearing for comments.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Howard closed the public hearing.  Mr. Dodd 

offered a motion to approve the adoption of the Ordinance to allow Monroe County Board of 

Commissioners to conduct the 2015 Municipal Election.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence; the motion 

carried unanimously (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Jones and Lawrence). 

APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE ORDINANCE TO AMEND CITY RETIREMENT PLAN 

DOCUMENT 

Mrs. Hall stated that this was to advertise the public hearing for ordinance to amend the city 

retirement plan document; GMEBS request that this is done by way of ordinance which will require 

advertising and then a public hearing; this is necessary due to the previous retirement company 

GebCorp not providing historical data to GMEBS when we changed retirement company several 

years ago; this change will allow GMEBS a way to calculate termed vested employees that we do 

not have data on; this is only the approval to advertise for a  public hearing.  Mr. Jones offered a 

motion to approve to advertise the Ordinance to amend the City Retirement Plan.  Seconded by Mr. 

Dodd; the motion carried unanimously (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, 

Jones and Lawrence).  Mr. Melton stated that the Public Hearing would be on September 15th. 

APPROVAL OF STREET CLOSING FOR MPHS HOMECOMING PARADE 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 

Mrs. Hall stated that this was for the approval of the street closings for the MPHS 

Homecoming Parade on September 24th, 2015.  Mrs. Hall stated that they had the same route for 
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several years and reviewed the route beginning on Montpelier Road and ending on Brooklyn 

Avenue at the Board of Education.  Mr. Stroud offered a motion to approve the street closings for 

the MPHS Homecoming Parade on September 24th, 2015.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd; the motion 

carried unanimously (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Jones and Lawrence).   

APPROVAL OF REQUISITIONS GREATER THAN $5,000 

A.  FURNITURE PURCHASE FROM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - $20,000 

Mrs. Hall stated that the Chamber paid $40,000 for the furniture and she had offered the 

Chamber $17,500 for the office furniture, $4,700 for the paintings in Alderman Hall and $635 for 

the phone system.  Mrs. Hall stated that the furniture is Kimball furniture and still under warranty.  

Mrs. Hall stated that the offer was for the office furniture in the five (5) offices upstairs, the 

reception desk upstairs with storage cabinets and the reception desk down stairs.  Mr. Jones asked if 

they could get an itemized list and Mrs. Hall stated that she has one.  Mr. Goolsby offered a motion 

to approve the furniture purchase form the Chamber of Commerce.  Seconded by Mr. Jones; the 

motion carried unanimously (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Jones and 

Lawrence). 

B.  RADAR SIGNS – 2 @ $2,965   

Mrs. Hall stated that this requisition for the purchase of 2 radar signs.  The radar signs would 

not only record the speed data, but also the number of vehicles that comes through.  Mrs. Hall 

stated that the signs would be portable and could be place at multiple locations.  Mr. Dodd asked 

where the money would come from and Mrs. Hall stated the General Budget.  Mr. Goolsby offered 

a motion to approve the purchase of the 2 radar signs.  Seconded by Mr. Jones; the motion carried 

unanimously (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Jones and Lawrence).  Mr. 

Jones asked would the Council have an input in where the signs could be placed and Mrs. Hall 

stated yes they would. 

REPORTS 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

- The CVB has made an offer to someone for the Tourism Specialist; Mrs. Hall will bring a 

motion to Council for review and approval for this person to be a City Employee and leased 

to the CVB.  The City will bill the CVB on a monthly basis, for salary and benefits. 

- Would like to thank Larry Evans for doing two rounds of pothole repairs in the City that he 

is doing with his district SPLOST money. 

- Working on a location for recovered materials, such as asphalt, concrete and gravel from 

road cuts, etc.  Should have more details by work session. 
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- There are 4 RFPs out: 

     Patching, Leveling and Resurfacing on Bazemore Street, East Chambers Street, Ponder 

     Street, and Short Street – Due 9/24 

     Demolition and Removal Project – Pool and Building at County Club Park – Due 9/3 

     Water System Improvements, Mill Village Area CDBG – Due 9/29 

     Perpetual Water Tank Maintenance – Due 10/1 

- Meeting tomorrow to get update on landfill; hope to have complete by 9/30, but will know 

after the meeting if we need to request an extension. 

- The crosswalk and signage are in place for the Mill Market Expo on Saturday, there will be 

no street closing. 

- There is a community calendar on the City website that was created by the Chamber where 

people can add community events.  Once they are submitted they are sent to the Chamber 

for approval.  We are working to get all entities to use this calendar to reduce the number of 

multiple events on one day. 

- Need to set a tentative millage rate; still have not received tax figures from Tax 

Commissioners Office; the last consolidation report for 2014 figures has the digest up $6 

million.  If we set a tentative and begin advertising for public hearings, it can be reduced 

from tentative but not increased.  The 2014 millage rate was 3.5. 

Mr. Goolsby stated that we should decrease the millage rate like we said we would, there is 

a goal we should keep moving to.  Mr. Jones stated that the only issue he had at setting a 

millage rate at this time is not having all the data in front us and the having the Tax Digest 

for 2015.   Mr. Dodd stated that the Tax Commissioner was not doing us any favors.  Mr. 

Jones offered a motion to set a tentative rate of 3.5mil for the purpose of advertising.  

Seconded by Mr. Stroud, the motion carried four (4) votes to one (1), (voting in the 

affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Jones and Lawrence; voting in the negative was Goolsby).  

Mrs. Hall stated a Called meeting will be required to set the millage rate before the 

September 30 deadline. 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

 Mr. Melton had nothing to report. 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 Mayor Howard stated that there were Public Works issues and we needed to find out what 

equipment that they need to do their jobs. 
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AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 Alternative Fuel – Mr. Goolsby stated information has been received but no additional 

committee meeting has been held yet. 

 Recreation – Mr. Stroud stated that there had been no meeting yet. 

ADDITIONAL COUNCIL REPORTS 

 Mr. Jones asked about looking at budget billing. 

 Mr. Goolsby asked where we were with lights on the square.  Mr. Goolsby stated that he 

did appreciate Larry Evans doing the pothole repairs, considering this was in his district in the 

County.  Mayor Howard stated that we are an enterprise city that can stand on our own, and glad 

that it got done.   

 Mr. Stroud asked about the plan to fix the sidewalks.  Mayor Howard stated that we have 

taken care of the management and personnel issues, now we need to make sure that we have the 

equipment and skills to do the work.  Mr. Jones asked Mrs. Hall if we could get Mr. Randall to do a 

list of the sidewalks that need to be fixed, listing the worst first.  Mr. Jones stated that we needed a 

plan for the sidewalks that need to be repaired and maybe we could do a color coded spreadsheet 

listing the ones that are 1st priority and then 2nd.  Mr. Goolsby stated that we need to hire the correct 

people with the skill set or train them to fix what we currently have.  Mrs. Hall stated that we could 

bring the sidewalk plans to the work sessions. 

 Mr. Lawrence stated that we had 263 cites that can’t afford to send officials to school; and 

GMA had developed a scholarship that will send officials to school.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

MAGGIE JACKSON 

 Mrs. Jackson was not present. 

ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 No one came forward for public comments. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mr. Jones offered a motion to move into Executive Session in reference to Land 

Acquisition and Litigation.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously, (voting in 

the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Jones and Lawrence).  Adjourn at 7:20PM to 

Executive Session.   

Mayor Howard called the meeting back into open session at 7:55PM. 

  Mr. Goolsby offered a motion to have the Recreation committee make a presentation 

concerning the Ensign Road Recreation Area at the next work session.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the 



Forsyth City Council meeting – September 1, 2015 Page 7 
 

 

motion carried unanimously, (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, Goolsby, Jones and 

Lawrence). 

ADJOURN 

There being no additional business to discuss, Mr. Goolsby offered a motion to adjourn.  Seconded 

by Mr. Stroud, the motion carried unanimously, (voting in the affirmative were Dodd, Stroud, 

Goolsby, Jones and Lawrence).  The meeting adjourned at 7:57PM.  

Submitted by: 

 

Kristal S. Dunn 

City Clerk 


