


Minutes
Forsyth City Council Meeting
Monday, December 15, 2025
23 E. Main Street

Call to Order
Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation, and Roll Call
The invocation was led by Mr. Rod Callahan. Mayor Wilson led the pledge of allegiance. In attendance for the meeting was Mayor Eric Wilson, Councilmembers Josh Hill, Chris Hewett, Lois Allen, Greg Goolsby, Charles Wilder, and Mike Dodd. Also in attendance was City Manager, Craig Mims; Assistant City Manager, Regina Ivie; City Attorney, Brian Causey; and City Clerk, Shayla Furlow. Six members of the council were in attendance for the meeting; therefore, all unanimous votes will be six votes (Hill, Hewett, Allen, Goolsby, Wilder and Dodd).
Approval of the agenda.
Mayor Wilson stated that the agenda needed to be amended to add the Middle Georgia Community Action Agency Board Appointment after item five and before item six.
Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the agenda with the amendment to add the Middle Georgia Community Action Agency Board Appointment after item five and before item six. Seconded by Mr. Hill; the motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Hill offered a motion to amend the agenda to add Noah Harbuck. He has a request to use the City Hall for a nonpartisan state senate debate on December 29, 2025. Seconded by Mr. Dodd; the motion carried unanimously. 
Mayor Wilson stated that the item will be five (b) on the agenda.
Special Election
Mr. Brian Causey, the City Attorney, stated that with Senator Kennedy's resignation to run for Lieutenant Governor, that seat has become open, and Mayor Wilson is going to run for that seat.  When he qualifies before then, there will be a resignation, which will create a new seat for the mayor's office. Councilman Goolsby will run for the mayor’s seat, which will create a second seat that is open. They reviewed the law with the county elections chairman, and we will be able to coincide these two elections with Senator Kennedy's seat and have qualifying this week and the beginning of next week with an election to be held on January 20, 2025 along with Senate District seat eighteen. We have a resolution for the special election.
Mayor Wilson read the resolution. (Resolution attached to the minutes.)
Mr. Hill offered a motion to approve the Special Election Resolution. Seconded by Mr. Hewett; the motion carried with five votes (Hill, Hewett, Allen, Wilder, and Dodd) and one recusal (Goolsby).
Election of Presiding Officer
Mr. Brian Causey, the City Attorney, stated that this is on the agenda to let council members know that once Mayor Wilson resigns and Mr. Dodd becomes the actual mayor, the council at the next meeting, if needed, will be required to elect or appoint what they call a presiding officer while Mr. Dodd is acting as the mayor. That person, should Mr. Dodd fail to be at a meeting, would step up and preside over the meeting in his place. 
Mayor Wilson stated that Mr. Dodd is the Mayor Pro-Tem, so that everybody understands, when he resigns, Mr. Dodd will become the acting mayor and will serve the remainder of this year up until January 5, 2026 when the organizational meeting of the council is held. At that time, Mr. Dodd and Mr. Wilder will be sworn back in as council members, along with Mr. Goodson. The council will then select a Mayor Pro Tem amongst its members. 
Middle Georgia Community Action Agency Board Appointment
Mayor Wilson stated that he served on the board close to ten years. He got on there right after he was elected mayor, and he is currently serving as chairman of this board. He stated that the board isa called a tripartite board. It requires a third of the members to come from the public sector or elected officials, a third to be the community that's being served, and a third to be from the business community. He represents the public sector, and with the expiration of his time as mayor, he will not be eligible to serve. There's a provision that council can appoint or designate him as an appointee. He stated that each city does not get an appointment, but they had the same situation when Mayor Harley of Centerville stepped down as mayor, his council appointed him and allowed him to continue to serve. Mayor Wilson stated that the executive director asked him if he would seek a letter of approval from the council that he continues to serve on that board and represent precisely Monroe County. 
Mr. Dodd offered a motion to appoint Mayor Wilson to continue to serve on the Middle Georgia Community Action Agency Board. Seconded by Mr. Hewett; the motion carried unanimously.
Noah Harbuck
Mr. Noah Harbuck stated that he was requesting to use the City Hall for a bipartisan Senate debate for District 18. It will be in conjunction with the Reporter and Will Davis, and they will be inviting everyone that qualifies. 
Mr. Wilder questioned when the debate will be held.
Mr. Noah Harbuck stated that the debate will be held on December 29, 2025 at 7:00p.m. He stated that it’s a big district and he wanted to start a little later to allow people that are further away to make the City of Forsyth if they wanted to come.
Mr. Dodd offered a motion to Mr. Harbuck to use the City Hall on December 29, 2025 for a debate. Seconded by Mr. Hill, the motion carried unanimously. 
Forsythia Festival Update
Mr. Dodd offered a motion to waive the fee for the Forsyth- Monroe County Chamber of Commerce to use the Alderman Hall during the annual Forsythia Festival. Seconded by Mr. Hill; the motion carried unanimously.
Approval of the final plat for Luxe Homes of Forsyth, 50 S. Jackson Street
Mr. Dean Nelson, the Community Development Director, stated that Luxe Homes of Forsyth is the townhome community, located at 50 South Jackson Street and Lovers Lane, with ingress and egress, South Jackson Street and Hunter Street. This site was purchased in January of 2023. with two first steps meetings and the final plan presentation on April 27, 2025. It was denied by council, primarily due to a lack of sidewalks. Subsequently, the owners walked the site with city staff and then attended a September 15, 2025 meeting of city council, in which they discussed the units, their reasoning for installing curb and gutter to divert water, rather than sidewalks at the time. It was due to topographic challenges for installing sidewalks from the front entrance to the building. The owner proposed installing sidewalks from the front entrance of building 100 to building 300, and the remainder of the funds that were estimated for the sidewalk project improvements to be submitted to the city to be placed in escrow, for use on other projects that would need similar sidewalks or other infrastructure. He stated that after some discussion, Councilman Wilder offered a motion to accept his proposal and build the sidewalks from building 100 to building 300, with a pledge of $4,000 to the city for sidewalks or stormwater issues. Seconded by Mr. Dodd, and the motion carried unanimously. He stated that staff recommended that, since the work has been completed, that the preliminary plan be approved contingent upon the submission of the pledge funds and their confirmation.
Mr. Goolsby offered a motion to approve the final plat for Luxe Homes of Forsyth, 50 S. Jackson Street. Seconded by Mr. Dodd; the motion carried unanimously.
Appointment to the Convention & Visitors Bureau Authority
[bookmark: _Hlk218029230]Ms. Gilda Stanbury stated that she sent a letter requesting the reappointment of two board members, Sunny Patel, who is a representative of the hotel sector, and Leslie Waters, who is a representative of the restaurant sector. She stated that their board represents, at large, retail, restaurant, and hotels. Those are the four groups that are part of their hospitality industry. They have both served well and the Convention & Visitors Bureau Authority asks that the council reappoint them.
Mr. Hewett offered a motion to reappoint Sunny Patel and Leslie Waters to the Convention & Visitors Bureau Authority. Seconded by Mrs. Allen; the motion carried unanimously.
Approval of Requisitions Greater than $6,000
· Industrial Chemicals, Inc.- $17,270.00
· Davis Plumbing Company- $16,736.00
Mr. Wilder offered a motion to approve the requisitions greater than $6,000 as presented. Seconded by Mr. Dodd; the motion carried unanimously.

Water Task Force Update
Mr. Goolsby stated that they did not have meeting due to the holidays. He stated that he may want to reappoint a chairman since he will not be at the meetings in January. 
Mr. Wilder nominated Mr. Hill.
 Mayor Wilson appointed Mr. Hill as chairman of the water task force and Mrs. Allen as a member of the water task force.
City Manager’s Report
Mr. Craig Mims, the City Manager, stated that the City Hall will be closed on Tuesday, December 23, 2025 at 2:00p.m. and will reopen on Friday, December 26, 2025 in observation of the Christmas Holidays.
City Attorney Report
Mr. Brian Causey, the City Attorney, stated that a executive session is needed for potential litigation.
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Wilson stated that wanted to congratulate and thank Councilman Hewitt for his many years of service to the City of Forsyth. He stated that he has thoroughly enjoyed serving with him, and he knows his fellow council members have enjoyed serving him. He has always tried to do what's right for the City of Forsyth, and he appreciates his earnestness and his friendship. He asked everyone and all the citizens to join him in giving him a round of applause. 
Mayor Wilson thanked Leighanne, Kaylee and Charlie, for being at the meeting. He stated that it makes this special for him that they came. Kaylee traveling from LaGrange and Charlie coming after work to be here. Mayor Wilson stated that nearly sixteen years ago, he first raised his hand and took an oath to serve this city. Six years on the council, followed by ten years as mayor. He could not have imagined then the journey they would take together, the challenges they would face, or the progress they would achieve. What he can say with certainty is that serving the people of Forsyth has been the greatest professional pleasure and honor of his life. Forsyth is home. He didn't grow up here, he moved here, and it became home. The people were welcoming and accepting of a newcomer, and it is now his home. It's a community built on faith, family, hard work, and a shared belief that tomorrow can be better than today if we're willing to put in the effort together, just like the motto on the seal says, proud past and promising future. Every decision he made in this chamber was guided by a single question. Is this in the best interest of the people of Forsyth today and for the future? Over the past decade as mayor, the city has grown stronger and more resilient. Together, they have invested in infrastructure that will serve generations, been fiscally responsible with the resources which they entrusted, expanded public safety, improved and expanded parks, and he knows we're all proud of Country Club Park. He stated that he is also excited about Kynette Park. He drove through the city and checked on some projects that are underway, and he hoped that he would be there in February or March when the park is dedicated as the mayor. He plans to be there as a citizen because they have been working on that for some time. That's going to be quite an accomplishment for the city, and he looks forward to that being completed. They also worked to ensure that Forsyth is a city that welcomes opportunity while preserving its character. They have weathered economic uncertainty, navigated unprecedented challenges, and emerged more unified and prepared for what lies ahead. None of that happened because of one person. Progress happens because of teamwork. I have recognized this since day one, the importance of working together to get things done. Together with citizens, the council, and staff. Mayor Wilson thanked the members of the city council for their past and present. He stated that they have not always agreed, but they have always shared a common purpose, doing what is right for Forsyth. The respect, collaboration, and dedication shown in this room is something he will always be proud of and cherish. He has been blessed to be a part of a great city council, and that has made his job as mayor an enjoyable and productive one, and something he often brags to other mayors about. To the city staff, thank you. Your professionalism, integrity, and commitment to service are the backbone of this city. The long hours, the unseen work, the willingness to go above and beyond for citizens, those efforts matter, and they make a difference every single day. Don't you ever be deceived, we appreciate what you do. To the citizens of Forsyth, thank you for your trust. Thank you for the conversations in the grocery store, the emails and phone calls, the encouragement, and yes, even the criticism. Public service is not always easy, but it is always worth it when it is rooted in genuine care for the community. He stated that they must always focus on the citizens that they serve and remember that no matter how long we serve in these offices, it is always temporary, and always at the pleasure of and for the betterment of the people they serve, the citizens of Forsyth. He has always strived to serve every citizen fairly and impartially, regardless of color, young, old, rich, or poor. When we moved into this new city hall building, he reminded the council and staff that they are occupying these offices but for a time, and this building but for a time. But it is the people's building and their business that we do here. Each day that he walked through the doors of the building, he reminded himself that this City Hall belongs to them, and what they do is about them. What a privilege it has been. Mayor Wilson stated that he is stepping away from this role to pursue a new opportunity, one that he believes will allow him to continue serving the people of this region and this city in a different capacity. While he is excited about what lies ahead, leaving this office is not easy. Forsyth is a big part of who he is, and he will continue to live here and serve as Forsyth's biggest cheerleader. He stated that this moment is bittersweet, filled with gratitude for the past and hope for the future. He has every confidence that Forsyth's best days are still ahead. The council, the staff, and the community have the leadership, vision, and heart to continue moving the city forward. He wished the council continued success while they make wise decisions for a unified purpose to continue making Forsyth a great place to live, work, and play. He thanked them for allowing him the privilege of serving as the mayor, and for the trust they placed in him. Mayor Wilson stated that in July, he announced that he would step down in March of 2026 to qualify to run for the state senate. In the May primary, to fill the seat currently held by Senator Kennedy, who is seeking another office. However, due to Senator Kennedy's resignation last week, Governor Kemp called a special election for January 20th and set qualifying for this election for today through Wednesday. The state constitution requires that he resign as mayor to seek this office. Therefore, he submitted notice to the council that he will resign as mayor effective 8:00a.m. tomorrow morning so that he can meet the qualifying deadline.
Additional Business
Mr. Hill stated that this is his second year serving on City Council, and Mayor Wilson has been an amazing leader to work under. Very strategic, very thoughtful in every decision made. He stated that he has done a great job making sure that every citizen had a voice here within the city and that the decisions that we make are reflective of those that have elected them. He thanked Mayor Wilson for his commitment to everything that he has done, and the leadership shown to the residents.
Mr. Goolsby thanked Mayor Wilson for his leadership. He stated he had the honor of serving with him as a City Council member. He has had the honor of serving under him as mayor, as a City Council member. It's been an honor and a privilege to work with you. Mr. Goolsby stated that he knows where Forsyth was when they started this journey, and he knows where Forsyth is today and he agreed with him 100% that they are better today than they were then. It takes a lot of hard work from a lot of people, all the present company included. He stated that he values Mayor Wilson as a leader and friend. He appreciates the leadership over the past twelve years and best wishes for the future. Mr. Goolsby stated that the attorney announced that he will be resigning his seat as a city council member. He will officially resign before Thursday, December 18, 2025 with an official letter to the city. He thanked everyone for that opportunity to serve. 

Mrs. Allen stated that it was a pleasure working with Mayor Wilson, and best wishes for the future.

Mr. Hill stated that the City of Forsyth is doing their New Year's Eve Forsythia Ball Drop and invited everyone to come out to the Courthouse Square from 8:00p.m. until midnight. There is a band that's playing called Mass Effect Party Band that starts at 8:00p.m. and DJ Ron will be there. He stated that if you don't have plans for New Year's Eve, come out and join all these folks that may be moving on to different positions, but we'd love to see everyone there.

Public Comments
Mr. Noah Harbuck at 101 Slippery Rock Place thanked the mayor and Mr. Hewett. He stated that he thinks about what they have done for this city. They built parks, and now all three of his boys can enjoy these safe and fun parks. He stated that they even made it where we can go over the railroad tracks smoothly. He stated that from his family and the community, thank you. We appreciate you.
Ms. Linda Hampton at 419 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive thanked the Mayor and Mr. Hewett for their service. She stated that she wanted to let them know that although she understood the resolution, although she knows that the governor appointed the time for the election, she thinks that's a push for people who may want to run for city council. Not giving them enough time. That's just a few days over a month to qualify or have qualified this week. If they had not been thinking about it already, they may miss that qualifying date. Then you must prepare for a campaign. The next time this comes up to the remaining city council people think about that. You may have pushed someone who would have been a wonderful candidate out of the race. She stated that she appreciated the services that they have offered us, because it takes a lot to sit behind the podium and to listen to all the complaints that come before them. She wished them luck in new endeavors.
Ms. Kerri Swearigen at 412 Reedy Creek Road stated that she volunteers with Forsyth Main Street and the Chamber for years. She stated that she wanted to go back to that discussion about the Alderman Hall. For years they have had a great partnership and worked together to bring that event to the community. Kemie is doing her job, trying to enforce the policy. She stated that she wanted everybody to know that the Chamber fully appreciates and understands Kemie's position. They appreciate the city staff, the electric department, and the street department. They couldn't put the festival on without them. It takes everybody working together. She stated that for years they have enjoyed that partnership. It benefits the community and the businesses. It brings people to the hotels, restaurants, and shops. That is the reason why they continue to do it, to draw people downtown and to do it for the community. 
Mr. Josh Pruitt at 516 Brushy Creek Circle asked the City of Forsyth to follow prudent leadership examples set recently by the Monroe County Board of Commissioners. He stated that the county has voted to enact a moratorium on new data center applications until March. He urged the city to align with the county and place a similar temporary moratorium on the proposed Forsyth Technology Campus and any other data center applications. Mr. Pruitt stated that the goal of this moratorium is not a permanent ban, it is simply a pause. This brief window until March to do three things: Listen to residents, consult independent experts, and update the zoning ordinances. They must ensure that protections are in place before we approve a project of this magnitude, not after the concrete has been poured. They are looking at a proposal for sixteen hundred acres and twelve million square feet of buildings. This is being touted as one of the largest data centers in the world. With the size comes massive, unanswered questions. Water, millions of gallons of water will be straining the local supply. Energy, the electrical demand is unprecedented. Noise, communities across the country are reporting that constant low-frequency hum from these cooling systems is a major health issue. This is uncharted territory. New studies are coming out weekly about the environmental impact of facilities half this size. The data cannot afford to ignored and we cannot ignore our history. He stated that neighbors in Juliette are still suffering from the side effects of pollution from Plant Scherer. They have seen firsthand what happens when industrial needs are prioritized over public health. By rushing this data center, they risk compounding environmental burdens. He asked, what is the rush? If this project is truly beneficial for Forsyth, it will still be beneficial in March. A temporary moratorium ensures that if they move forward, they do so with health and resources protected. Please prioritize the citizens you represent over development.
Mr. George Emami at 30 E. Johnston Street stated that it was an honor and a privilege to work with Councilman Hewett and Mayor Wilson as a counterpart in the county for several years. He stated that he considers them both as friends and he appreciates the work that they have done. Mr. Emami stated that he was not certain that Mr. Hewett’s time serving was done, so he was going to focus more on the mayor. He thanked Mayor Wilson and stated that we have ginormous shoes to fill in your seat.  He stated that after you come off the commission, you kind of wonder how things are going to change. Will people treat you any differently? Would you still get a return text or a return phone call from various other people?  For the majority, nothing has changed. He stated that he and Mayor Wilson have fiercely butted heads at times, but as gentlemen and calmly. He can always rely on Mayor Wilson not to throw fuel on the fire. He stated that Mayor Wilson has represented Forsyth locally, regionally, and at the state level. He has been an incredible representative of this community, and he thanked him for all his hard work, thankless hours, for taking the good, the bad, and the ugly to come with the job and making it look easy. He thanked the council for the hard work that they all put in.
Ms. Winifred Berry stated that it was a pleasure to know and work with Mayor Wilson with the Hubbard Alumni Association.
Mr. Robert Richardson at 201 Chastain Drive stated that he appreciated the leadership displayed.  He stated that he knows it's been a short time for him to be here to see him in operation. He stated that Mayor Wilson presented the type of leadership that any team member would follow. He wished Mayor Wilson good luck in his future endeavors.
Executive Session (if necessary)
Mr. Hewett offered a motion to go into executive session for potential litigation at 6:47p.m. Seconded by Mr. Dodd; the motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Hewett offered a motion to end the executive session at 6:51p.m. Seconded by Mr. Hill; the motion carried unanimously.
Adjourn
There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Goolsby offered a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:52p.m. Seconded by Mr. Hewett; the motion carried unanimously.
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