Minutes
Forsyth City Council Meeting
Monday, March 2, 2026

Call to Order
Mayor Goolsby called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation and Roll Call
Mayor Goolsby led the pledge of allegiance. The invocation was led by Mr. Lloyd Strickland. Roll call was led by Mrs. Shayla Furlow, the City Clerk.  In attendance for the meeting was Mayor Goolsby, Councilmembers Walter Goodson, Lois Allen, Glynn Holmes, Charles Wilder, Mike Dodd, and Josh Hill (virtual). Also in attendance at the meeting was the City Attorney, Brian Causey. Not in attendance at the meeting was Mr. Craig Mims, the City Manager, and Mrs. Regina Ivie, the Assistant City Manager. Six members of the council were in attendance for the meeting; therefore, all unanimous votes will be six votes (Hill(virtual), Goodson, Allen, Holmes, Wilder and Dodd).
Approval of the agenda.
Mayor Goolsby stated that the agenda needed to be amended to remove item number seven, Update on the Tobesofkee Creek Reservoir. This item will be discussed at the council retreat.

Mr. Holmes offered a motion to approve the agenda with the amendment to remove item number seven, Update on the Tobesofkee Creek Reservoir. Seconded Mr. Goodson; the motion carried unanimously.

Approval of the minutes from the council meeting held on February 16, 2026.
Mr. Wilder offered a motion to approve the minutes from the council meeting held on February 16, 2026. Seconded by Mr. Goodson; the motion carried unanimously.
Approval of a street closure request on April 25, 2026 for the St. James Baptist Church 5k.
Mr. Wilder offered a motion to approve the street closure request on April 25, 2026 for the St. James Baptist Church 5k. Seconded by Mr. Dodd; the motion carried unanimously.
Approval of a street closure request on April 25, 2026 for Glory Ministries Revival.
Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the street closure request on April 25, 2026 for Glory Ministries Revival with a rain date of May 2, 2026. Seconded by Mrs. Allen; the motion carried unanimously.
Approval of a bid award to DPC Services for the finished water main project.
Mr. Wilder offered a motion to approve the bid award to DPC Services for the finished water main project. Seconded by Mr. Holmes; the motion carried unanimously.

Approval of the renewal agreement with 120 Water.
Mr. Mike Batchelor, the Utilities Director, stated he spoke to 120 Water and was able to get a better offer. He stated that approval is requested for a 12-month or longer renewal agreement with 120 Water for the Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI) Service Line Inventory software platform and management services. The Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) requires all public water systems to maintain and continuously update a verified Lead and Copper Service Line Inventory in accordance with federal and state regulations. The 120Water platform provides the City with the required compliance tools, including inventory tracking, documentation management, reporting, customer notification support, and regulatory submission assistance. Renewing this agreement will ensure the city remains in compliance with EPD and EPA Lead and Copper Rule requirements and maintains proper documentation and reporting standards. He stated that this was competitively reviewed two years ago and this is the platform and service that we must keep until at least another three years for the EPA to make their rulings. He stated that he originally had a 12-month renewal for $16,000 a year. They sent him other options, a 24-month which is $15,400.04 a year and a 36-month which drops down to $14,792 a year. If they choose the 36-month renewal, they save $5,896 over the three-year term. If they go with the 24-month, they save $1,200 over the two-year term. He stated that he changed his recommendation from the 12-month to the 36-month renewal of this contract. 
Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the 36-month agreement with 120 Water. Seconded by Mr. Wilder; the motion carried unanimously.
Approval of the preliminary plat review for Southern Land & Conservancy Oakdale Subdivision, Parcel 041 013.
Mr. Dean Nelson, the Community Development Director, stated that the applicants, Southern Land Conservancy, was represented by Chad Tyler and tonight Steve Coleman representing them. They're requesting approval of the preliminary plat for the Oakdale Subdivision, which is situated on the recently annexed 24-acre portion of Parcel 041 013. The proposed subdivision is bisected by Ensign Road and Collier Road and ends on Collier Road. It's Residential, Low to Moderate Density, (R-2). It will be a 29-lot single-family dwelling community. The preliminary plat meets the requirements for the R-2 zoning district and for the subdivision ordinance. The Oakdale will be constructed with all homes facing inside and Collier Road with no internal road system. It requires a preliminary plat because although it has no internal road system, it does meet the threshold of more than four, more than three lots or subdivisions. Staff recommends on February 23, 2026, the Planning and Zoning Commission met, and they recommended approval of the preliminary plat as submitted to them. 
Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the preliminary plat with sidewalks not being required due to lots being sold individually for development on an existing street. Seconded by Mr. Wilder the motion carried unanimously.
Second reading of Rezoning and Conditional Use Ordinance for parcels comprising the proposed Forsyth Technology Campus.
Mr. Brian Causey, the City Attorney, stated that the council has already voted on the rezoning and conditional use ordinance. He stated that he reread the charter and the council needs to do another vote. This is not a public hearing, but it gives the public the ability to be heard. He stated that this is an Ordinance of the Mayor and Council of the City of Forsyth, Georgia, to alter and amend zoning districts of the City of Forsyth, to amend the Zoning map of the City of Forsyth, and to grant Conditional Uses to provide effective dates for other purposes related thereto. This is the multiple properties on the north end that before zoned Agricultural (AGR) and the conditional use is laid upon all the properties with the conditions that the council set previously.
Mayor Goolsby called for public comment regarding the second reading of Rezoning and Conditional Use Ordinance for parcels comprising the proposed Forsyth Technology Campus. 
No comments were made.
Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the ordinance with the change of ordinance wording. Seconded by Mrs. Allen; the motion carried unanimously.
 
Tabled agenda item from the February 16, 2026 council meeting.
· Appointment to the Planning and Zoning Commission
Mr. Dodd offered a motion to remove the appointment to the Planning and Zoning Commission from the table. Seconded by Mr. Wilder; the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Dean Nelson, the Community Development Director, stated that Ms. Patel attended the February Planning and Zoning meeting and wishes to attend the next meeting before she decides if she wants to be on the Planning and Zoning Commission. The next meeting is March 23, 2026, the fourth Monday in March.

After a brief discussion Mr. Dodd offered a motion to table the appointment to the Planning and Zoning Commission until the April 6, 2026 meeting. Seconded by Mr. Goodson; the motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Requisitions Greater than $6,000
· Georgia Hydrant Services, Inc. - $8,000.00
Mr. Wilder offered a motion to approve the requisitions greater than $6000 as presented. Seconded by Mr. Holmes; the motion carried unanimously.

City Attorney Report
Mr. Brian Causey, the City Attorney, had no business to report.
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Goolsby stated that he was with the fire chief out doing city business when he got a 911 call for a horrific fire at an apartment off MLK Jr. Drive. Unfortunately, he couldn't get out of the car, so he was able to go to the call with him. He stated that the city manager was with them. Mayor Goolsby stated that he has a newfound respect for first responders. They arrived on scene, and to see the police department, the fire department, the county fire department, and all the coordination. Someone lost their life, and it's very sad that someone lost their life. To see the teamwork of everybody that was there, and from the city manager. He stated that he went home and it broke his heart, that there was a loss of life. A woman jumped out of one of the windows, and they were hearing this on the radio as Chief Bunn was trying to get to the call, and just the anguish on him because he was not there. His fire trucks were out at other calls, and he just couldn't get there fast enough. The police officers that were first on the scene could have stood around and waited. He saw these police officers overwhelmed with smoke inhalation. He stated that it was a horrific fire, and he never seen anything like it in his life. He stated that we are fortunate to have such wonderful first responders. Mayor Goolsby stated that this touched him and from that point forward for the rest of his life, he will always thank the first responders in different places. 
Mr. Goodson stated that he just wanted to bring it to attention that some citizens caught the lady that jumped from the window and other guys that went in and rescued the people that couldn’t walk. He stated that he thinks that the city should recognize them.
Mayor Goolsby stated that the City Manager, Mr. Craig Mims, is working on that. 
Council Board Reports
Mr. Dodd stated that the golf board met on February 26, 2026 and they found out that they are one month behind on payment. The treasurer paid two months to get them caught up. He stated that they formed a committee to create a budget and he volunteered.
Mrs. Allen stated that the Convention & Visitors Bureau discussed giving out an award for their hard work and services in the city. They are attending a conference from March 30, 2026 thru April 1, 2026. They will be closed on Good Friday, April 3, 2026. During the Forsythia they will be giving out rack cards: Telling Our Story, The City of Culloden, and The Backlot at the Rose Theatre. The tourism date for the chain of leadership program will be March 5, 2026. There will be an upcoming event for the GPSTC department for juvenile justice on March 25, 2026.

Additional Business
Mayor Goolsby stated that the council retreat will be held Wednesday, March 11, 2026.
Public Comments
Ms. Andrea Goolsby at 920 Juliette Road just outside of the city limits. She stated that meeting minutes and agenda items are not being published in a timely fashion for public knowledge, which is a big concern of hers, considering there's some things going on in the city that directly affect her. 
Ms. Allen stated that the Hubbard Alumni will be celebrating their annual banquet, on April 18, 2026 at 6:00p.m. at the Conference Center. If anybody's interested in a ticket see one of the Hubbard Alumni members.
Mr. Winifred Berry stated that she is the assistant treasurer of the Hubbard Alumni Association. She stated that April 18, 2026 will be forty-one years that they have been in existence. Dr. Katrina Chambliss- Walker, the Chief Officer at the Medical Center will be the guest speaker. Her father is Reverend Richard Chambliss of Monroe County. She stated that they are trying to bring in younger people to help carry on the scholarship foundation. As of last year, they gave out one hundred sixteen scholarships to Mary Persons students. She stated that they are selling tables and the tickets are $50.00 per person. She stated that she has four hundred tickets. 
Executive Session (legal matters)
Mr. Wilder offered a motion to enter executive session for legal matters at 6:52p.m. Seconded by Ms. Allen; the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Wilder offered a motion to end executive session at 6:55p.m. Seconded by Mrs. Allen; the motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Goolsby called the meeting to regular session.

Mr. Wilder offered a motion to allow Mr. Brian Causey, the City Attorney, to deny a claim that was received. Seconded by Mr. Goodson; the motion carried unanimously.

Adjourn
There being no further business to discuss, Mayor Goolsby adjourned the meeting at 6:56p.m.
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