Minutes
Forsyth City Council Meeting
Monday, August 17, 2026

Call to Order
Mayor Goolsby called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation, and Roll Call
Mayor Goolsby led the pledge of allegiance. The invocation was led by Mr. Rod Callahan.  Roll call was led by Mrs. Shayla Furlow, the City Clerk.  In attendance for the meeting was Mayor Goolsby, Councilmembers Josh Hill, Walter Goodson, Lois Allen, Glynn Holmes, Charles Wilder, and Mike Dodd. Also in attendance at the meeting was the City Manager, Craig Mims, Assistant City Manager, Regina Ivie, and City Attorney, Brian Causey. Six members of the council were in attendance for the meeting; therefore, all unanimous votes will be six votes (Hill, Goodson, Allen, Holmes, Wilder and Dodd).

Approval of the agenda.
Mr. Hill offered a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Seconded by Mr. Dodd; the motion carried unanimously.

Approval of the minutes from the council meeting held on August 3, 2026.
Mr. Wilder offered a motion to approve the minutes from the council meeting held on August 3, 2026 as presented. Seconded by Mr. Holmes; the motion carried unanimously.

Housing Authority Board Appointment
Ms. Linda Hampton, Chairman of the Housing Authority, requested approval to appoint Reverend Carol Cook of Grace United Methodist Church to fill a Housing Authority board position that became vacant in May. Mrs. Hampton stated that Reverend Cook meets all requirements under the Housing Authority’s new bylaws and requested Council’s approval of the appointment.

Mr. Goodson made a motion to nominate Ms. Carol Cook for appointment to the Housing Authority Board. The motion was seconded by Mr. Wilder. There were no other nominations. Mayor Goolsby called for a vote on the nomination of Ms. Carol Cook; the nomination carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hill asked Ms. Hampton about the possibility of receiving regular updates from the Housing Authority, noting that the City has historically received limited feedback from the Authority. He inquired about what the process for providing updates to Council might look like moving forward.

Mrs. Hampton stated that she had previously raised similar questions when she was appointed to the Housing Authority regarding its purpose and mission. She reported that new bylaws were adopted the previous month with assistance from Mr. Causey, the City Attorney. She stated that the new appointment would provide the Authority with a quorum, allowing it to begin developing its mission statement and vision and identifying areas of focus for the Housing Authority.



Dean Darden
Mr. Dean Darden, representing the City of Forsyth Golf Course, requested that the City provide and erect four utility poles along the golf course to support netting designed to keep golf balls from entering the number one fairway and adjacent areas. He stated that the Golf Course would purchase and provide the netting. Mr. Darden also requested three poles be installed across the creek near the number twelve hole to support a way to the number twelve tee boxes, with the Golf Course providing the pressure-treated wood to place on the poles. 

Mr. Wilder asked Mr. Darden whether he had discussed the request with City staff prior to bringing it before Council. 

Mr. Dean Darden stated that he had spoken with Elom, who came out to review the proposed locations with him. He stated that Elom requested that he bring the matter before Council for approval before proceeding with the installation of the poles.

City Manager Craig Mims stated that the City could provide and erect the requested poles. He also noted that Fire Chief Bunn had ideas for addressing the creek or wet area and would work toward a solution to the issue. He stated that while the City could provide and erect the poles, the City does not have the ability to install the netting on the poles.

Mr. Mike Batchelor, Utilities Director, stated that the City received the poles purchased by the Golf Course and has been storing them at the Electric Department because the Golf Course did not have a location to store them. He explained that the City does not have the staff or expertise to install the netting but can assist with the poles. He recommended that the Golf Course contract with a qualified provider for installation of the netting. 

Mr. Wilder asked Mr. Darden whether he had consulted with other golf courses to determine who installs the netting. 

Mr. Dean Darden stated that the City had previously installed the netting for the Golf Course and had done a good job. He indicated that the Golf Course could look into other options for installation. 

City Manager Craig Mims stated that Director Batchelor and Chief Bunn would contact Mr. Darden to follow up on the request. 

Mr. Hill asked for an update on the financial reporting for the City-owned golf course and inquired about receiving quarterly financial reports. 

Mr. Darden stated that financial information is already provided to the City and that a formal budget would be established for the Golf Course following the current year. 

Approval of the upfitting of two fire vehicles
Fire Chief Bunn requested approval of $7,000 to complete the striping of two recently purchased fire vehicles. He explained that the lighting and upfitting were included in the original purchase price, but the striping was inadvertently omitted. The requested amount includes a 10% contingency. 

Mr. Wilder offered a motion to approve the upfitting of the two fire vehicles. Seconded by Mr. Dodd; the motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Requisitions Greater than $10,000
· Industrial Chemicals, Inc.- $18,634.50
· Head Heating and Air - $7450.00

Mr. Goodson offered amotion to approve the requisitions greater than $10,000 as presented. Seconded by Mrs. Allen; the motion carried unanimously.

City Manager’s Report
City Manager Craig Mims reported that the City’s Fun Day held Saturday was successful despite the extremely hot weather. He expressed appreciation to the City’s public safety staff for assisting several citizens who experienced difficulties due to the heat. Mr. Mims also thanked all City staff who worked to make the event a success.

City Attorney Report
City Attorney Mr. Brian Causey had no business to report.
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Goolsby reminded the elected body of the working retreat scheduled for Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. at Idlewild Event Center in Indian Springs. He reported that brief individual meetings had been held over the past month with elected officials, City Manager, and Assistant City Manager to discuss the budget and prepare for the retreat. Mayor Goolsby stated that the retreat would focus significantly on reviewing the budget and engaging in discussions toward developing the City’s 2027 budget. He expressed his anticipation for a productive working day and a proposed budget to present to the City following the retreat. Mayor Goolsby also expressed appreciation for the success of the City’s Fun Day. Although he was out of town, he stated that he had received positive feedback from residents regarding the event. He thanked all City employees who helped make the event a success.

Additional Business
Mr. Holmes commended the City’s Fun Day and thanked Chief Blue, Sergeant Maddox, Fire Chief Bunn, Lieutenant Barnett, and all staff involved for their assistance and participation. He specifically recognized the child passenger safety seat program provided by certified officers and thanked American Legion Post 569 for its participation. He stated that, despite the heat, the event was a great success.

Ms. Allen expressed appreciation to Winifred Berry and Chelsea from the CVB for providing information and participating in City Fun Day despite the extreme heat. She thanked them for their support and participation in the event. 

Mr. Hill commended the Public Works Department for its efforts in maintaining and cleaning the downtown area. He also praised the newly renovated Public Works facility, stating that the improved building provides employees with a facility they can be proud of. Mr. Hill also discussed the Monroe County Extension Agency’s community garden and requested assistance in identifying a proper water source for the garden. 

Mr. Holmes commended Public Works for addressing improvements throughout the City, including the installation of a traffic mirror at East Adams Street and Harris Street to improve visibility for motorists. He noted that many important repairs and improvements occur behind the scenes and expressed appreciation to Public Works for their efforts, including their participation in City Fun Day.

Public Comments
Ms. Robin High, a resident of Elder Manor Apartments on Powerhouse Road, addressed the Council regarding an issue with her recertification and rent. She stated that she had been waiting since 2024 for the landlord to complete her recertification and notify her of what her rent would be. She advised that she was recently called into the office and informed that she owed more than $6,000 in back payments dating back to 2024. She stated that she was also advised that she would be required to make separate money order payments to Elder Manor and HUD. Ms. High emphasized that her rent had never been delinquent and that she had consistently paid the amount reflected on the lease amendments provided to her. She provided copies of documentation and lease amendments to the Council for review. She stated that she had reported her income annually as required and provided documentation from the Social Security Administration verifying her income. She expressed concern that, despite her efforts to provide the requested information and follow up with the apartment management, she was not notified of any issue with her recertification or rent until July 13, 2026. She questioned why the alleged balance had been allowed to accumulate to more than $6,000 without her being notified. Ms. High stated that she had made repeated attempts to obtain information regarding her recertification but was told on various occasions that the individual handling the matter was on vacation, was sick, or that the necessary paperwork was still being gathered. She stated that she did not believe it was fair to require her to pay the amount claimed when she had made repeated efforts to address the matter and had continued paying the rent amount she was instructed to pay. Ms. High asked the Council for guidance. She stated that she has been working hard to get help.

Executive Session
No executive session necessary.

Adjourn
There being no further business to discuss Mayor Goolsby adjourned the meeting at 6:32p.m.
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