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December 30, 2021 Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes

Voting Board Members Present: Steve Coleman, Martin Presley, Phillip English, and Hal Clark. 
Voting Board Members Not Present: Kathy Rowland and Cason Ogletree
Staff Present: Janice Hall, Bobby Melton, and Monica Cordy
I. Call to Order: The meeting is called to order at 5:00 pm
II. Approval of Agenda: Martin Presley made a motion to approve the agenda. Phillip English seconds the motion. The agenda was approved unanimously.

III. Approval of Minutes: Phillip English made a motion to approve the minutes from October 25, 2021. Martin Presley seconds the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously. 
Planning and Zoning: Janice Hall stated that Nathaniel Persky is interested in building a Crypto Mining Farm on Berner Avenue and requests a rezoning of the property from Residential Multi – Family to Manufacturing / Industrial. The applicant seeks to place specialized shipping containers that have been modified to house computers and servers used in mining for cryptocurrencies. Janice Hall stated that the company needed to be close to an electric substation which is why they chose the location on east Main Street because the city has a substation on Patrol Road. Nathaniel Persky with Wattum Management presented the board members with a booklet describing what their company does, surveys of the land, displays of where and how they plan to be located the property and pictures of the containers that will be there. He explained that their main line of business is selling crypto mining rigs, which are specialized computers that mine Bitcoin. Steve Coleman stated that there would have to be at least 60 ft of an undisturbed buffer from the residential property line. Nathaniel Persky stated that they plan to fence the area that they use inside, that their plan is not to affect the Berner side at all. He stated that the property on the East Main Street side is 50 ft wide and they plan to do a 50 ft driveway. He stated that if they need to do a setback that is fine, they can condense it a little bit. He followed up by saying that his hope is to make it look as if nothing is located there, leaving up as many trees as possible, and fence in a little square of the operation. He also stated that on the side of the substation, the substation’s property has been cleared and he will accommodate in that 50 ft tract that runs next to it, to make sure no one can see anything from that side. He said that the machines do make some noise, but it should be minimal to no impact by being in the wooded area. He explained that the computers and the shipping containers have a fan built inside of them to push air through, which make noise. He said that if you’re standing in the middle of the area the noise would be running at around 70 or 80 decibels. In addition to that he said that they can put in noise walls if there were a problem moving forward. He stated that they are not planning to put up a building right now but could put up a building if that is what the city wants but feel that it would be less impactful on the property to put in the containers, which goes in line with their push to being almost nonexistent there. Steve Coleman talked about the lot that is close by and wondered if one day it would be zoned commercial or residential, and if residential, the residents would hear the noise. Mr. Persky stated that they could speak with the owner about purchasing the lot and just leaving it forested. Martin Presley made a motion to approve the rezoning application form Residential Multi – Family to Manufacturing / Industrial. Phillip English seconds the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
Janice Hall explained the annexation application of 35 acres for Manor at Montpelier to the board members, in which they are asking that the property be zoned as R3. She stated that in an R3 zone the minimum lot size is 15,000 sq ft. The minimum heated floor space is 1,200 sq ft for a single-story home. Front setback is 25 ft, each side is 10 ft, the rear is 20 ft, and the minimum lot width is 70 ft. Steven Rowland with Rowland Engineering reviewed the layout of the property located at 644 Montpelier Road. He was there on behalf of Three Oaks Construction and Development, the developers for Manor at Montpelier. He stated that they are planning to match the zoning that were in the previous phases that they have done. The homes that they plan to construct will be similar or the same as the floor plans that they built in Phase 1 and 2. The houses range from 2,000 and 2,200 sq ft which is well above the 1,200 sq ft minimum. He stated that the site plan that he produced shows 56 lots, and the land has flood plains, streams, and state waters which they would have to work around to get the lots designed and built. He is requesting that the property be zoned as R3 Moderate Density upon annexation into the City of Forsyth. Some of the board members had a problem accepting the R3 zone because of the small lot size compared to the road. Steve Coleman made a motion that they recommend to city council to allow an R3 zoning. The motion failed because there was not a second for his motion. Hal Clark made a motion to recommend an R – 1 zoning. Phillip English seconds the motion. The motion was approved by Phillip English, Hal Clark, and Martin Presley. Steve Coleman opposed the motion. 
IV. Adjournment: Phillip English made a motion to adjourn at 6:18 pm. Hal Clark seconds the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
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