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February 28, 2022 Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes

Voting Board Members Present: Steve Coleman, Martin Presley, Kathy Rowland, Phillip English, and Hal Clark. 
Voting Board Members Not Present: Cason Ogletree
Staff Present: Janice Hall, Bobby Melton, and Monica Cordy
I. Call to Order: The meeting is called to order at 5:00 pm. 
II. Approval of Agenda: Phillip English made a motion to approve the agenda. Martin Presley seconds the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
III. Approval of Minutes: Hal Clark made a motion to approve the minutes from January 24, 2022. Phillip English seconds the motion. 
IV. Planning and Zoning: Janice Hall presented to the board members a sign variance request for George Emami. A copy of the design of the sign was given to the board members. Janice Hall stated that the temporary signs that several of the property owner’s real estate agents are putting out are larger than what is allowed. She said that if it is in residential it can only be a 6 sq. ft. sign. And customarily the signs are 4 x 8 sq. ft., which is much larger than the zoning ordinance allow. She stated that George Emami is requesting a variance to put an 8 x 4 temporary signage on white vinyl post, which will go on Hwy. 41 where he has a proposed subdivision right before Thornton Road. The board members questioned whether the sign would be one sided or double sided, which the variance did not indicate. Martin Presley made a motion to allow one sign on Thornton Rd., and one sign on Hwy. 41 which can have two faces meaning, that is perpendicular to the right of way for the period of six months. Steve Coleman seconds the motion. The motion was approved by Steve Coleman, Martin Presley, Phillip English, and Kathy Rowland. Hal Clark opposed the motion. 
V. Design and Review: Janice Hall presented the board members with a variance from Shayla Johnson. She is looking to open a carry out café located at 438 Cabiness Rd. which is Town Creek Shopping Center. Janice Hall also stated that Town Creek Center has been an issue because of parking. Janice Hall passed out information to the board members concerning Town Creek Center. It included a page that showed that there are 9 units in the shopping center that are all 1,500 sq. ft. which is a total of 13,500 sq. ft. She said according to the zoning ordinance if you have a shopping center, it is one parking space per 275 sq. ft. which is 49 parking spaces. The shopping center has 54 parking spaces in which three of them are handicap parking. Janice Hall stated that right now with the businesses and units that are there, there is a requirement of 59 parking spaces. Shayla Johnson stated that she would only need maybe two parking spaces for staff and that the restaurant will be for carry out only. Steve Coleman asked if Bobby Melton could prepare a paragraph to amend the zoning ordinance to say that if a restaurant is a drive thru or carry out restaurant to leave the parking the same as retail. Kathy Rowland made a motion to approve the variance with the restriction that it is strictly take out and remain take out by not letting customers dine in. Phillip English seconds the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
Martin Presley suggested that the developer or lessor be contacted to let him or her know the issue with parking.  

VI. Additional Business: Janice Hall reminded the board members that there are two vacancies on the Planning and Zoning board and wanted to let them know if they have anybody in mind that is interested to let her know. She also told them about the Economic Development position that the city has open.  
VII. Adjournment: Steve Coleman adjourned the meeting at 5:43 pm. 
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