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May 19, 2020 Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes

Voting Board Members Present: Steve Coleman, Martin Presley, Cason Ogletree, Hal Clark, Kathy Rowland, Silas Peed, and Phillip English 
Voting Board Members Not Present: 
Advisory Board Members: None

Guests Present: Diane Glidewell, Laurie Thomas, Charlie Pelt, Harvey Crowe, George Emami, Mr. Jossey, and Wes Cone
Staff Present: Tammie Pierson, Bobby Melton, Monica Cordy, and Janice Hall
I. Call to Order: The meeting is called to order at 5:00 pm.  
II. Approval of Agenda: Phillip English made a motion to approve the agenda. Martin Presley seconds the motion. The agenda was approved unanimously.

III. Approval of Minutes: Martin Presley made a motion to approve the minutes from February 24, 2020. Cason Ogletree seconds the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously. 
IV. Planning and Zoning: 
1) Bobby Melton discussed with the board about the City of Forsyth adding a new zoning district ordinance that would be called an Agricultural / Rural District. Martin Presley made a motion to approve the new zoning ordinance. Hal Clark seconds the motion. The zoning ordinance was approved by five board members and opposed by Kathy Rowland and Phillip English due to not being able to see the ordinance in writing.
2) Bobby Melton presented to the board members an application for annexation of the property located at 198 Harold G. Clarke Pkwy, on behalf of the City of Forsyth. They are requesting that the property be zoned as Highway Business, in which it is currently zoned as Commercial. Hal Clark made a motion to approve the annexation. Martin Presley seconds the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
3) Laurie Thomas, owner of Jonah’s on Johnston, presented a variance application to have more than 40% of the side of the wall to her business covered by a mural. Cason Ogletree made a motion to approve the variance. Phillip English seconds the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

4) Charlie Pelt presented to the board a variance to change the property located at 0 Railroad Avenue from Traditional Neighborhood to Office Professional. Martin Presley made a motion to approve the variance. Silas Peed seconds the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
5) Harvey Crowe talked about turning the vacant Wheeler House into a wedding venue. He stated that it would also be used for other events. Hal Clark stated that he had issues with what the venue would bring to the neighborhood, such as heavy traffic. Other board members had questions of concern about the noise that would come along with an event, disrupting the neighbors. Martin Presley made a motion to disapprove of the house being changed to a wedding venue. Hal Clark seconds the motion. The motion was disapproved unanimously. 
V. Design and Review:
1) Silas Peed made a motion to approve the mural design for Jonah’s on Johnston. Kathy Rowland seconds the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
2) Wes Cone talked bringing an express carwash to Forsyth. He discussed how the carwash would be built to have a craftsman look. He stated that the carwash would use a reclaim system in which it would hold about 6,000 gallons of water to be reused and then go back to the city sewer system. Silas Peed made a motion to approve carwash. Martin Presley seconds the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
VI. Adjournment: Cason Ogletree made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Phillip English seconds the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 6:22 pm.
