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MINUTES 

FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 2, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, INVOCATION, AND ROLL CALL 

Mayor Pro-Tem Julius Stroud called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Goolsby 

called on County Commissioner, John Ambrose for the invocation.   

Mayor Wilson was on vacation and unable to attend the meeting; therefore, Mayor Pro-Tem Stroud 

presided over the meeting.  Due to the death of Councilman Dexter King, there are five (5) sitting councilmembers 

at this time.   

All unanimous votes will be four (4) votes (Dodd, Goolsby, Hewett, and Lawrence). 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Mr. Goolsby offered a motion to approve the agenda.  Seconded by Mr. Hewett, the motion carried 

unanimously.  

BACKLOT PLAYERS GUILD, INC APPEAL OF DESIGN & REVIEW BOARD DECISION TO DENY REQUEST APPLICATION 

OF RESTORATIVE MATERIAL ON SIDE WALL OF BUILDING – MATTER PREVIOUSLY TABLED – DENNIS SMITH 

 Mr. Dennis Smith, Backlot Players Guild, Inc. representative came before council to review their previous 

request and update council on the project.  Mr. Smith stated that the exterior wall is deteriorating and the mortar is 

crumbling.  The Backlot Players Guild, Inc. had previously submitted an application to Design & Review Board to 

spray a foam on the wall.  Design & Review denied that request and Backlot Players Guild Inc. submitted a request 

to city council for a hearing on the denial.  The hearing on the denial was tabled until additional information could 

be provided to council.  Mr. Smith stated that they have found someone that will retuck the mortar joints on the 

wall so there is no need for approval of the previous request.  Mr. Melton stated that council still needs to approve 

this request as this is their solution for the denial hearing.  Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the retuck pointing 

of the wall.  Seconded by Mr. Hewett, the motion carried unanimously. Mr. Smith stated that they expect to begin 

work on April 17th and it should be approximately a two week project.  

PUBLIC HEARING – BEER & WINE PACKAGE LICENSE APPLICATION FOR 461 TIFT COLLEGE DRIVE, APPLICANT JANAK 

PATEL – CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 

 Mr. Melton reviewed the application stating that this was properly advertised in the March 21 & 28 issues 

of the Reporter and is a request for a beer and wine package license where a license has previously been held.  Mayor 

Pro-Tem Stroud opened the public hearing for comments for or against the approval of the license.  Hearing no 

comments, Mayor Pro-Tem Stroud closed the public hearing.  Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the beer and 

wine package license as requested.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARING – BEER & WINE PACKAGE LICENSE APPLICATION FOR 111 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DRIVE, 

APPLICANT JANAK PATEL – CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 

 Mr. Melton reviewed the application stating that this was properly advertised in the March 21 & 28 issues 

of the Reporter and is a request for a beer and wine package license where a license has previously been held.  Mayor 
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Pro-Tem Stroud opened the public hearing for comments for or against the approval of the license.  Hearing no 

comments, Mayor Pro-Tem Stroud closed the public hearing.  Mr. Lawrence offered a motion to approve the beer 

and wine package license as requested.  Seconded by Mr. Hewett, the motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARING – BEER & WINE PACKAGE LICENSE APPLICATION FOR 471 TIFT COLLEGE DRIVE, APPLICANT 

TRIPTIBEN VISHERT PATEL – CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 

 Mr. Melton reviewed the application stating that this was properly advertised in the March 21 & 28 issues 

of the Reporter and is a request for a beer and wine package license where a license has previously been held.  Mayor 

Pro-Tem Stroud opened the public hearing for comments for or against the approval of the license.  Hearing no 

comments, Mayor Pro-Tem Stroud closed the public hearing.  Mr. Hewett offered a motion to approve the beer and 

wine package license as requested.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARING – BEER & WINE PACKAGE LICENSE APPLICATION FOR 270 NORTH LEE STREET, APPLICANT 

TRIPTIBEN VISHERT PATEL – CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 

 Mr. Melton reviewed the application stating that this was properly advertised in the March 21 & 28 issues 

of the Reporter and is a request for a beer and wine package license where a license has previously been held.  Mayor 

Pro-Tem Stroud opened the public hearing for comments for or against the approval of the license.  Hearing no 

comments, Mayor Pro-Tem Stroud closed the public hearing.  Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the beer and 

wine package license as requested.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARING – REZONE FROM HIGHWAY BUSINESS TO INSTITUTIONAL CITY PROPERTIES F36 012, 014, 015 

AND 016 AND REQUEST FOR SETBACK VARIANCE REQUEST TO ZERO SETBACK REQUIREMENT FOR ALL FOUR 

PROPERTIES 

 Mr. Melton reviewed the application stating that this was properly advertised in the March 14, 21 & 28 

issues of the Reporter and is a request by the City to rezone the properties from Highway Business to Institutional 

and to remove the setback requirements.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stroud opened the public hearing for comments for or 

against the approval of the request.  Mrs. Hall stated that she has spoken with Mr. Herbie Johnson, owner of the 

abutting property, and he has no problem with the rezoning or setback request.  Mrs. Hall stated that Mr. Johnson 

mentioned to her that he had seen the sign when it was placed on the property.  Hearing no further comments, 

Mayor Pro-Tem Stroud closed the public hearing.  Mr. Hewett offered a motion to approve the beer and wine 

package license as requested.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously.  

ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF ROB DERIEUX FROM HOUSING AUTHORITY AND APPOINT REPLACEMENT TO THE 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 

 Mrs. Hall stated that Mr. Rob DeRieux has resigned from the Housing Authority due to increased travel with 

his job.  Mrs. Hall stated that one of the names provided to her by city council as a potential member of the Housing 

Authority was that of Mrs. Kathy Rowland.  Mrs. Hall stated that she has spoken with Mrs. Rowland and she is willing 

to serve of the Housing Authority and felt that she would not have any problems attending the meetings.  Mr. 

Goolsby offered a motion to accept Mr. DeRieux resignation from the Housing Authority and appoint Mrs. Kathy 
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Rowland to the Housing Authority to fill his unexpired term.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

CALL FOR SPECIAL ELECTION TO FILL POST 1 SEAT 

 Mayor Pro-Tem stated that he wished he did not have to bring up this matter but due to the unfortunate 

sudden death of Councilman Dexter King, City Council must call for a Special Election to fill his unexpired term.  Mr. 

Melton reviewed the Code stating that if a seat is vacated with less than 12 months remaining in the term, City 

Council could appoint someone to fill the unexpired term, but if there are more than 12 months remaining at the 

time the seat is vacated, then City Council must call for a Special Election to fill the unexpired term and that is the 

case in this situation.  Mrs. Hall stated that she and Mayor Wilson have spoken with the Elections Board and there 

is sufficient time to call for the Special Election to be included in the May 22 election or council could call for the 

Special Election to be held in November.  Mrs. Hall stated that since there is already an election in May and 

November there would be no increase cost to have the election.  Mr. Dodd offered a motion to call for a Special 

Election on May 22, 2018 to fill the unexpired term of Post 1.  Seconded by Mr. Hewett, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

APPROVE CONTRACT WITH CROSBY ROOFING & SEAMLESS GUTTERS TO REPLACE ROOF AT AMERICAN LEGION 

HALL 

 Mrs. Hall stated that Mr. Michael Norris still has not been able to contact the roofing company previously 

approved by council.  Mrs. Hall stated that she has reviewed this with Mr. Melton for his advice as to how to proceed 

and he advised that council could approve the next lowest bidder from the original RFP.  Mrs. Hall stated that Mr. 

Norris has spoken with Crosby Roofing and they have submitted a signed contract to do the work at the price 

submitted in their proposal which is approximately $1300 more than the low bidder.  Mrs. Hall stated the cost would 

be $11,842.25.  Mr. Hewett offered a motion to approve contracting with Crosby Roofing for a cost of $11,842.25 to 

replace the roof on the American Legion Hall building.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVE ENGINEERING FEE FOR CONSENT ORDER 

 Mrs. Hall reviewed the fees submitted by Hofstadter & Associates for work on the EPD Consent Order.  Mr. 

Goolsby offered a motion to approve the fee submitted.  Seconded by Mr. Hewett, the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVE MEAG YEAREND SETTLEMENT DEPOSIT INTO MUNICIPAL COMPETITIVE TRUST 

 Mrs. Hall recommended that the $269,498 for the MEAG 2017 Yearend Settlement be deposited into the 

Municipal Competitive Trust, Flexible Operating Account, Intermediate Extended Maturity Portfolio.  Mr. Hewett 

offered a motion to accept the recommendation as stated.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the motion carried unanimously.  

APPROVE MEAG TELECOMM YEAREND SETTLEMENT DEPOSIT INTO MUNICIPAL COMPETITIVE TRUST 

 Mrs. Hall recommended that the $827 for the MEAG 2017 Telecomm Yearend Settlement be deposited into 

the Municipal Competitive Trust, Flexible Operating Account, Intermediate Extended Maturity Portfolio.  Mr. Dodd 

offered a motion to accept the recommendation as stated.  Seconded by Mr. Hewett, the motion carried 

unanimously.  

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES - $351,644.69 
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 Mrs. Hall reviewed the accounts payable invoices by department for approval.  Total of general invoices for 

approval was $200,478.60 and SPLOST invoices for approval was $8,147.73 for a total of all invoices $351,644.69.  

Mr. Hewett offered a motion to approve the invoices as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the motion carried 

unanimously.  

REPORTS 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

Mrs. Hall offered the following report: 

- The City had 4 fires in 6 hours which had all resources stretched to the limit.  Thank you to County for their 

assistance during the fires. 

- Letter received from Captain Jeff Thompson recommending letter of commendation be presented to 

several city employees of fire and police.  We will work on those letters and recognize those employees in 

the near future.  

- Due to problems that Atlanta and several other surrounding cities have experienced lately with their 

computer servers being held for ransom, Mrs. Hall has spoken with IHS and we have installed an additional 

layer of security on the system.  

- The fire department has submitted paperwork to get permission to burn the two buildings recently 

purchased on Chambers Street.  Those should be burned end of April/first of May. 

- Received renewal permit from the health department for the Splashpad.  Will be submitting that paperwork 

in hopes to have the Splashpad opened for Kite Day on April 14. 

- Advanced Disposal has submitted notice that they will be increasing our cost per contract by 2.9%.  She will 

be meeting with them to discuss as it appears the increase should be significantly lower. 

- We will begin the advertisement for the amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for a public hearing to 

incorporate Chapter 21 of the old city ordinance into the Zoning Ordinance as Section 28.  

- Setback variance for Isabelle Waldrep for 167 W Main St will be advertised and come before you for a public 

hearing.  Ordinance requires a 25’ setback and she is requesting that this be reduced to 23’ for an attached 

garage to an existing building. 

- Approved additional work to be done on Streetscape Phase III to include $5900 for work in front of City 

Barber Shop.  Ramp and/or stairs cannot be sloped towards Lee Street unless the light pole and quazite box 

are moved and contactor has determined that a ramp at the proper slope towards Kimball Street would 

end in front of the door to Sage & Sparrow so we cannot do that.  The only option for a ramp would be to 

move the light pole and quazite box and slope the ramp towards Lee Street and the contractor estimates 

that would be $32,475.34.  Mr. Hewett offered a motion to not install the ramp, not move the pole and 

box, and to install the stairs as previously approved at a not to exceed $5900.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

- Mr. Ashu Raina has stated that he never received the letter mailed to him providing him with details of 

appealing council’s decision to deny his alcohol license application.  He has provided me with another 

address and Bobby has mailed the letter to that address. 

- Received update from GMA and ECG on legislation that could have negatively impacted us: 

o SB 426 and HB 887 both remained eligible for a vote through the final hours of the 2018 session, 

but died by session close. Both the House and Senate approved Resolutions to create study 

committees regarding access to state and local government right of ways HR1539, HR1698 and 

SR1019. We will keep you informed as these proceedings progress through the summer. SB 402 

the Achieving Connectivity Everywhere "ACE"Act by Senator Steve Gooch (R - Dahlonega), passed 

and will allow local governments to be recognized as "broadband ready communities" through a 

voluntary certification program administered by the Department of Community Affairs. ACE will 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TAPz1-tOxycTcNK315YO-22qgbM9_719IsoS9d8p0RAgcYyxj-QolvrhXs5brlX27ArBMi5iOcXgs_clfQ3GIkwImlKEGu3XKBpvKR_1Tdz5oaK3BlJL4ghd4XkxljHIzdLPFKELFaBDqJhGVRo4AOLlDBKhkTvp4-wPbVP45AkKTgUeTyO0BY1DPoDve0WDT-yLzfXIldVpsjZNlaVPYQhf-Uop6MUT2iu-T06AvFJ4DnVpgevzlw==&c=KXKDetzywqkXAtXwT3j8r8ClOUbqdU9xF5UYUZxvEx-3ZhUsJWFgVQ==&ch=9LORpCWjsaonFdZIcDOaWPwQUMqMUD8S16Ar4b_cY9PE8Muq9aoVtg==
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provide for planning, deployment, and incentives for broadband services and other emerging 

communication technologies within designated "unserved" areas of the state. The rates and fees 

charged for attachment or collocation installed after July 1, 2018 to utility poles within designated 

unserved areas shall not exceed the FCC (Federal Communications Commission) rates. SB 402 

awaits the Governor's approval.  

 

 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

 Mr. Melton stated that the public hearings for the zoning change and Waldrep variance will be advertised 

for the May 2, 2018 council meeting. 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 Mayor Pro-Tem Stroud stated that it was prenominal how the community came out to support the family 

during the funeral for Councilman Dexter King.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stroud stated that Mr. King will be greatly missed. 

ADDITIONAL COUNCIL REPORTS 

Mr. Lawrence 

 Mr. Lawrence thanked everyone for their support and prayers for the family and friends of Mr. King and 

stated that he will be greatly missed. 

Mr. Hewett 

 Mr. Hewett stated that he had been approached regarding the additional handrails installed on Main Street 

requesting that more handrails be installed.  Mrs. Hall stated that she would look into the request.  

 Mr. Hewett offered condolences to the family of Councilman King and stated that he will be greatly missed. 

Mr. Goolsby 

 Mr. Goolsby stated that Mr. King will be greatly missed and the funeral service was a good reflection of his 

life. 

 Mr. Goolsby reported that the lights on the right hand side of Johnston Street are out and asked Mrs. Hall 

to look into the problem. 

Mr. Dodd 

 Mr. Dodd stated that Councilman King will be greatly missed and the service was a very good reflection of 

the councilman and man that Dexter was. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (MAYOR-PRO TEM STROUD TO REVIEW RULES FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS) 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 County Commissioner John Ambrose came forward and stated that the curb-stops on Johnston Street need 

to be removed due to large trucks making it impossible to drive through the area.  Mr. Ambrose also stated that the 

County Commissioners are holding a SPLOST meeting next week and will possibly be including a building in the 

SPLOST and offered the city to be included in the new building rather than building a separate building.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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 Mrs. Hall stated an executive session is needed for the purpose of land transactions, personnel, and pending 

litigation.  Mr. Dodd offered a motion to adjourn into executive session for the purposes stated.  Seconded by Mr. 

Hewett, the motion carried unanimously and council adjourned into executive session at 6:49 pm. 

ADJOURN 

 There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Hewett offered a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. 

Lawrence, the motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm. 

      Submitted by: 

 

      Janice L. Hall, City Manager 

 

 


