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MINUTES 

FORSYTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, INVOCATION, AND ROLL CALL 

 Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. 

Lawrence gave the invocation.  Present for the meeting was Mayor Eric Wilson, Councilmembers Mike 

Dodd, Greg Goolsby, John Howard (arrived at 6:24 pm), Chris Hewett, and Melvin Lawrence.  Also present 

was City Attorney, Bobby Melton, and City Manager, Janice Hall.   

Councilmember Julius Stroud was unable to attend the meeting; therefore, all unanimous votes will 

be five (5) votes (Dodd, Goolsby, Howard, Hewett and Lawrence). 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mr. Hewett offered a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 COUNCIL MEETING 

Mr. Goolsby offered a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Dodd, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF RADAR LIST FOR GDOT 

 Mrs. Hall reviewed that the list provided is from G-DOT and is for all streets within the city limits 

that we are authorized to run radar on.  Mr. Goolsby asked if this has previously been done as he does not 

recall ever approving this list before and Mrs. Hall stated that it is submitted to us about every 3-4 years for 

approval.  Mr. Hewett asked if all streets listed have the required sight distance and Mrs. Hall stated that 

Chief Harris and Corporal Barnett have reviewed and approved the list. 

Mr. Dodd offered a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF 2017 FUEL DEPOT CONTRACT WITH MONROE COUNTY 

 Mrs. Hall reviewed the agreement from Monroe County for 2017 Fuel Depot and the comparisons 

that she had prepared for previous years.  Mr. Goolsby stated that we have previously had issues with not 

being billed monthly and Mrs. Hall agreed and stated that we were last billed for May 2018.  Mrs. Hall 

stated that the County has recently hired a finance person and they are working to get all of these type 

matters caught up. 

Mr. Hewett offered a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

SET MEETING DATE WITH NORFOLK SOUTHERN TO DISCUSS RAILROAD CROSSINGS 

 Mrs. Hall stated that she has been working with Norfolk Southern representatives to schedule a 

meeting for them to make their presentation regarding upgrades and closings of railroad crossings and they 

have requested to meet Tuesday, October 2, 2018 at 6:00 pm.  Mayor Wilson stated that the County 

Commission meets that night.  Chairman Tapley was present for the meeting and stated that the County 

Commissioners would like to attend the meeting to see if we could work on city and county crossings at 

the same time.  Mrs. Hall stated that she would get back with the representative and request a different date 

and time. 

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES - $78,667.85 

 Mrs. Hall reviewed invoices for each department for a total of all invoices to be approved of 

$78,667.85.  
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Mr. Hewett offered a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

REPORTS 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 Mrs. Hall offered the following report: 

- MEAG Cyber Security workshop scheduled for today has been postponed and a new date will be 

scheduled later 

- Consent order from EPD on copper at NEWWTP was previously approved by council but rather 

than just submitting as we approved with all aspects of the consent order, Carl, Craig and I went to 

Atlanta and met with EPD.  We received their response last week to our request and they made all 

changes except reducing the fine amount.  Utility Partners will pay the $7500 fine.  We will submit 

the amended consent order to EPD as soon as I know when the check from UP is ready.  The 

Consent Order is for violations related to copper and chlorine in the discharge from the sewer 

plants.  

- Received $44,483.30 in reimbursement from GEMA for hurricane Irma expenses.  This is mainly 

for personnel and equipment reimbursement 

- Vaughn rezoning request will go to P&Z on 9/24 

- Last council meeting discussion regarding one way streets; previously had both chiefs and public 

works director look at this; have updated their recommendation and once I have spoken with all 

property owners will bring recommendation to council 

- Regional Commission Annual meeting will be October 11 at Lake Tobesofkee; must RSVP by 

October 2 so please let Judy know if you will be attending; networking at 5 pm and dinner at 6 pm 

- Due to the continued email issues, a copy of letter from Jim Fuller, MEAG regarding Plant Vogtle 

was provided to everyone  

Mr. Hewett asked for an update on the email and Mrs. Hall stated that IHS worked this weekend and 

hope to have the problem resolved tomorrow morning.  

Mayor Wilson reviewed that Forsyth is a participant in MEAG along with 48 other cities.  The City of 

Forsyth purchases our power from MEAG and distributes that power to our customers.  The information 

regarding Plant Vogtle 3 & 4 is important because Forsyth has a share in those plants and if JEA is allowed 

to get out of their contract, then we will have to begin paying our portion earlier than the agreed upon 20-

year date. 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

 Mr. Melton had nothing further to report. 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 Mayor Wilson reported on the evacuees from Hurricane Florence and that he has heard from several 

of them how much they appreciate the welcome that they have received in Forsyth.  Mayor Wilson stated 

that the community filled a portion of a U-Haul for a couple headed back to Harpers Island that was hit 

hard and they were able to have the remainder of the U-Haul filled in another community before returning 

home.   

(Councilman Howard arrived at 6:24 pm during Mayor Wilson’s report). 

ADDITIONAL COUNCIL REPORTS 

 There were no additional council reports. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS (MAYOR WILSON TO REVIEW RULES FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS) 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 There were no public comments. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Purpose – land transactions, pending litigation, and personnel 

Mr. Dodd offered a motion to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of land transactions, 

pending litigation, and personnel.  Seconded by Mr. Howard, the motion carried unanimously and council 

adjourned into executive session at 6:28 pm. 

 Mayor Wilson called the meeting back to open session at 7:55 pm. 

ADJOURN  

 There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

       Submitted by: 

       Janice L. Hall, City Manager 

 


